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MOSCOW — Accusing the West of encouraging
an “unconstitutional coup” in Ukraine, Vladimir
Putin said Tuesday that Moscow reserves the right
touseits military to protect Russians there buthopes
it doesn’t have to. The Russian leader’s first com-
ments on Ukraine since its fugitive president fled
came as U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry arrived
in Kiev to meet with Ukraine’s new government.

Putin declared that Western actions were driv-
ing Ukraine into anarchy and warned that any
sanctions the West might place on Russia for its ac-
tions there will backfire.

“We aren’t going to fight the Ukrainian people,”
Putin said, adding that Russian military maneu-
vers involving 150,000 troops near Ukraine’s
border had been planned and were unrelated to
the current situation in Ukraine. He ordered the
troops back to their bases Tuesday.

SEE UKRAINE ON PAGE 6
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By DavIDp ZucCHINO
Los Angeles Times

FORT BRAGG, N.C. — The Army
put Brig. Gen. Jeffrey A. Sinclair on
trial Tuesday on charges that include
sexually assaulting a female officer
and threatening to kill her family.
The general’s lawyers intend to put
the Army on trial.

The defense accuses the Army
chain of command of pursuing the

most serious charges to demonstrate
that the military is getting tough on
accused sex offenders — even though
senior commanders have concluded
that Sinclair’s accuser lied.

The defense says the lead prosecu-
tor, Lt. Col. William Helixon, with-
drew from the case Feb. 10 after
failing to persuade the Army to drop
the most serious charges.

“Helixon repeatedly stated that the
case against BG Sinclair should not

be prosecuted, but that the Army was
forcing the case to move forward,”
defense attorney Richard L. Scheff
wrote in moving for a dismissal.
Scheff says Helixon told him he felt
“ethically bound” to withdraw. He-
lixon, who has not commented, is on
the defense witness list.

The new prosecutor, Lt. Col. Rob-
ert C. Stelle, adamantly denied that
Helixon believed the general was

not guilty of sexual assault, or that
he had withdrawn from the case for
ethical reasons.

“At no time did LTC Helixon state
that the accused is not guilty of the
charged offenses,” Stelle wrote in
a document submitted to the court,
adding that Helixon “did not have
legal, ethical issues with the case
going forward.”

SEE TRIAL ON PAGE 2
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QUOTE

OF THE DAY

“Wounded warriors all
have their injuries.
But what happened

to them isn’t who
they are.”
— Judi Boyce, a former Navy
culinary specialist now in an
internship to become
an event planner through a

program in Colorado that helps
wounded veterans build new lives

See story on Pages 15-17
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MILITARY

Trial: Defense argues politics influencing case against Sinclair

FROM FRONT PAGE

Stelle said Helixon left the case
while “in a state of extremely
emotional distress,” caused by
“the confluence of a number of
factors, most of which had noth-
ing to do with this case.”

The court-martial opens in a
politically charged atmosphere.
The Pentagon is under pressure
to crack down on sex offenders
amid criticism that it has been
too lenient with senior command-
ers accused of sexual miscon-
duct. That has generated national
scrutiny of Sinclair, one of the few
generals in the last half-century
to face a court-martial.

At the same time, Congress is
debating whether to have mili-
tary prosecutors, rather than
commanding officers of the ac-
cused, decide whether to prose-
cute sexual assault cases. Critics
say the current system, in which
commanders wield considerable
authority over the military jus-
tice system, discourages sexual
assault victims from coming
forward.

Pretrial testimony by the ac-
cuser, a female Army captain
who is now 34, has provided de-
tails of a passionate three-year
affair with the general that in-
cluded sex in a parked car, on a
hotel balcony and in a military of-
fice in Afghanistan. The captain,
29 when the affair began, testi-
fied that Sinclair, 51, forced her to
have oral sex after their relation-
ship soured and threatened to kill
her and her family if she revealed
the affair.

Sinclair says the affair was
consensual throughout, and his
lawyers say the captain pursued
the general. Sinclair denies that
he threatened anyone or forced
his lover into oral sex.

Defense attorney Scheff, citing
conversations he said he shared
with Helixon, wrote in a Feb. 21
motion that senior commanders
all the way up to Army Chief of
Staff Gen. Raymond Odierno had
concluded that any charges based
on the accuser’s testimony “are
likely to fail” because prosecutors
had come to believe the accuser is
a “liar” who repeatedly deceived
them.

The defense contends the ac-
cuser perjured herself on the
stand Jan. 7, and lied earlier to
Helixon about a cellphone she
said she found in December while
unpacking boxes from Afghani-

Army Brig. Gen. Jeffrey A. Sinclair, left, leaves a Fort Bragg courthouse in January 2012 after he
deferred entering a plea at his arraignment on charges of fraud, forcible sodomy, coercion and
inappropriate relationships. Sinclair was scheduled to appear in court Tuesday.

stan. The defense says the phone
contains text messages between
the accuser and Sinclair. Sexually
charged texts and messages have
been described in previous court
hearings, including the accuser’s
pet name for the general: Papa
Panda Sexy Pants.

According to the defense, tes-
timony by forensic experts indi-
cated the accuser lied about when
she found the phone and whether
she used it. That, Scheff argued,
undermines her allegations
against Sinclair.

Stelle, the prosecutor, acknowl-
edged that the accuser’s cellphone
testimony “does tend to conflict,
on its face, with the forensic
analysis” of the phone. For that
reason, he said, Helixon favored
accepting Sinclair’s offer to plead
guilty to lesser charges because
of “tactical concerns.”

But any inconsistency in her
phone testimony “does not au-
tomatically lead to the conclu-
sion that she is lying about those
particular facts; and it certainly
does not automatically lead to the
conclusion that she is lying about
everything else,” Stelle wrote.

The defense contends the case
is going forward on the order of
senior Army officers who have
exerted “unlawful command in-

fluence.” Public concern over
widespread sexual assault in the
military has made it politically
difficult to drop the charges, they
allege.

Stelle disputed that, saying
there was no evidence of unlawful
command influence. The defense
allegation, he said, was built on
“speculative, hasty conclusions.”

The defense also argues that
Sinclair cannot get a fair trial
before a panel of five fellow gen-
erals because the Army and the
Obama administration have
demonized anyone in the mili-
tary accused of sexual offenses.
Scheff cited comments by Presi-
dent Barack Obama that anyone
“engaging in this stuff” should
be fired, stripped of rank and
court-martialed.

If convicted of the most serious
charges, Sinclair could face life
in prison. He is also charged with
adultery, pressuring two other
female officers to send him nude
photos, possessing alcohol and
pornography in a war zone, and
abusing his government charge
card to pursue liaisons with the
captain.

The general has offered to re-
tire at a reduced rank and plead
guilty to lesser charges of adul-

tery and conduct unbecoming an
officer.

In a defense narrative not sub-
mitted to the court, Scheff wrote
that Helixon told him in Sep-
tember that the Pentagon had
deemed the Sinclair case “mis-
sion critical.”

After Stelle submitted his re-
sponse, the defense team said,
Scheffwasaskedtosubmitamemo
detailing his exchanges with He-
lixon — referred to by Stelle as
“purported conversations.”

Ina “hold on to your hat” memo,
Scheff said he wrote to his defense
team after an hourlong phone
conversation he said he had with
Helixon on Feb. 9. Scheff said that
Helixon “didn’t want to prosecute
the case but that he was being
forced to do so.” He said Helixon
referred to Sinclair as a “stellar
soldier” and “a hero.”

Helixon volunteered several
times to testify as a defense wit-
ness, Scheff wrote. Some of the
memo, provided by the defense,
was redacted to remove referenc-
es to others involved in the case.

Stelle wrote that Helixon “will
testify specifically that he does
not question (the accuser’s) alle-
gations concerning the accused’s
misconduct.”

DO YOU WANT TO TAKE YOUR FAMILY ON A SAFE VACATION THIS SU

$9:425 UNDER MsRP*

'PLUS SAVE BETWEEN $3.6245 $657
~UNDER USAR BUYING SERVICE PRICES

All US Military, DOD &

- Okinawa - Korea

 prics st charg . B, Pl i oy rdelery 1o, 5 ak st DAY X 560 TS FWD Cntacus o fll T Conditons

gibl

2015 S60 save e o
$8,195 UNDER MSRP*

NEW 2015 ENGINI
'WITH GAS MILEAGE OF

_ 38 MPG

www.militarysalesvolvo.com



Wednesday, March 5, 2014

*STARS AND STRIPES®

SEIRREREEA] Pace 3

MILITARY

By HENRY C. JACKSON
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — To see the
impact of strategic military deci-
sions on local communities, look
no further than Marinette, Wis.

Defense  Secretary  Chuck
Hagel’s vision for a leaner, more
versatile military targeted the lit-
toral combat ship, the marquee
product of the city’s biggest em-
ployer. That could mean lost jobs
in Marinette, a city of roughly
11,000.

“It’s been hanging out there,”
Marinette Mayor Denise Ruleau
said. “I think the community is
aware that we have two 10-ship
contracts. That it will supply them
with five years’ worth of work.”

Hagel’s proposal to cancel 20
of a planned 52 ship orders raises
questions about the five years
after that. Marinette has a rela-
tively diverse economic base, but
its biggest employer is Marinette
Marine, which builds the littoral
combat ships with defense con-
tractor Lockheed Martin.

About 2,000 jobs in Marinette
are directly linked with the lit-
toral combat ship program. The
current projected overall cost
to the Navy for the littoral com-
bat ship program is roughly $34
billion.

Ann Hartnell, the executive
director of the Marinette County
Association for Business and In-
dustry, said dozens of other busi-
nesses across Wisconsin and the
region, like parts suppliers, also
would be affected by the cuts.

“I'm not going to worry until
the cuts are final and I think that’s
kind of the attitude of everyone I
know,” Hartnell said. “We know it
may be coming.”

Marinette Marine has other
projects besides the combat
ships, but state officials big and
small have strongly resisted ef-
forts to cut the program. Last
week, both of Wisconsin’s sena-
tors, Democrat Tammy Baldwin
and Republican Ron Johnson,
said they would fight to preserve
the program, as did the region’s
congressman, Rep. Reid Ribble,
R-Wi

Ribble said the debate over the
program isn’t over.

“The future of the (littoral com-

PHotos BY H Marc LarsoN, GREeN Bay (Wis.) Press-GazeTTe/AP

The future USS Milwaukee hits the water at Marinette Marine Corp. in Marinette, Wis., on Dec. 18. The
littoral combat ship, the marquee product of the city’s biggest employer, is targeted for cutting.

LCS cuts threaten program that
helps keep town economy afloat

Workers listen to Navy Secretary Ray Mabus speak at Marinette
Marine Corp. in Marinette on Sept. 12, 2013.

bat ship), or its next iteration, is
far from settled and there are nu-
merous debates and discussions
that will be occurring in the days
and weeks ahead,” Ribble said.

The ships also are built in Mo-
bile, Ala.

Hagel questioned the ships’ ca-
pabilities against more modern
weaponry. He said the ships were
designed to “perform certain mis-
sions ... in a relatively permissive
environment.” He said the Navy
needed to determine whether the
ships had enough protection in an
era with more advanced military
technologies.

The ships have critics in Con-
gress, too.

At a Senate confirmation hear-
ing for a deputy defense secretary
last week, Sen. John McCain, R-
Ariz., cited a 2013 General Ac-
countability office report on the
program’s cost overruns.

In Marinette, residents dispute
the negative assessments. “These
sound like versatile ships,” Hart-
nell said. “The Navy needs to be
modernized.”

The shipbuilding contracts
have helped bring about improved
infrastructure and commercial
development and created interest
from other businesses, hotels and
developers, Ruleau said.

“We have a lot of things in the
works, other retail developments,
people who are looking because
of the new developments with

Marinette Marine,” she said.

To be sure, Marinette is not
relying only on its shipbuilding
industry. The town and surround-
ing area have other manufactur-
ing sites that make parts for
planes and helicopters, and a
paper production facility. A Uni-
versity of Wisconsin campus is
located within city limits.

Ruleau says flatly that she
doesn’t worry about her town
even if the proposed cuts to ship
orders go through.

“I don’t think there’s an imme-
diate sense of emergency or con-
cern,” she said.

Hagel said the proposed cuts
will be included in President
Barack Obama’s budget for fiscal
year 2015, which will be submit-
ted this week. Congress would
then have to approve the budget.

Even as the fate of the program
is debated in Washington, pro-
duction of the existing contracts
continues.

The town continues to celebrate
it. Last week, Marinette hosted a
keel-laying ceremony for one of
the ships under construction, the
'USS Sioux City. The ship is sched-
uled to be on the water by 2016.

“It was a very, very nice event,”
Ruleau said. “It was well attend-
ed. So, hopefully, that is overrid-
ing this a little bit.”

She added, “My hope is always
that people are always going to
focus on the positive.”

Study questions
Army’s mental
health screening

BY ALAN ZAREMBO
Los Angeles Times

Nearly 1 in S U.S. soldiers had
common mental disorders, such
as depression, panic disorder or
ADHD, before enlisting in the
Army, according to a new study
that raises questions about the
military’s assessment and screen-
ing of recruits.

More than 8 percent of sol-
diers had thought about killing
themselves and 1.1 percent had a
past suicide attempt, researchers
found from confidential surveys
and interviews with 5428 sol-
diers at Army installations across
the country.

The findings, published online
Monday in two papers in JAMA
Psychiatry, point to a weakness
in the recruiting process, experts
said. Applicants are asked about
their psychiatric histories, and
those with certain disorders or
past suicide attempts are gener-
ally barred from service.

“The question becomes, ‘How
did these guys get in the Army?’”
said Ronald Kessler, a Harvard
University sociologist who led
one of the studies.

A third study looked at the
increased suicide rate among
soldiers from 2004 to 2009. The
study, which tracked nearly 1 mil-
lion soldiers, found that those who
had been deployed to Afghanistan
or Iraq had an increased rate of
suicide.

It also found that the suicide
rate among soldiers who had
never deployed also rose steadily
during that time. The study did
not explain the cause.

The Pentagon did not make of-
ficials available Monday to dis-
cuss the studies.

The three studies are the first
from a massive research initia-
tive started in 2009 by the Army
and the National Institutes of
Mental Health in response to the
surge in suicides.

In 2011, a representative sam-
ple of soldiers was extensively
questioned and assessed for a his-
tory of eight common psychiatric
disorders.

Traditionally, the Army has
been psychologically healthier
than the rest of society because of
screening, fitness standards and
access to health care. Soldiers
committed suicide at about half
the rate of civilians with similar
demographics.

But researchers found that sol-
diers they interviewed had joined
the Army with significantly high-
er rates of post-traumatic stress
disorder, panic disorder and at-
tention deficit and hyperactivity
disorder than those in the general
population.

Most notably, more than 8
percent of soldiers entered the

Army with intermittent explo-
sive disorder, characterized by
uncontrolled attacks of anger. It
was the most common disorder in
the study, with a pre-enlistment
prevalence nearly six times the
civilian rate.

“The kind of people who join
the Army are not typical people,”
Kessler said. “They have a lot
more acting-out kind of mental
disorders. They get into fights
more. They’re more aggressive.”

The researchers found that de-
spite screening, pre-enlistment
rates of depression, anxiety, bipo-
lar disorder and substance abuse
were on par with civilian rates.

Rates of suicidal ideation, plan-
ning and attempts were lower
than in the general population
but still significant, given the
military’s practice of excluding
recruits with a known suicidal

‘ history.
During
The their  mili-
question tzry selll;\_lice,
the soldiers’
Pecom_es’ rates of most
How did psychiatric
he disorders
t es.e g:ys climbed well
get in the past civilian
Army?’? levels, sev-
Ronald eral times the
K 0"1 rate for some
Harvaerg disorders.
sociologist Aquarter of

soldiers were
deemed to be
suffering from a mental illness —
almost 5 percent with depression,
nearly 6 percent with anxiety dis-
order and nearly 9 percent with
PTSD. The percentage of soldiers
who had attempted suicide rose
from 1.1 percent to 2.4 percent.

Matthew Nock, a Harvard Uni-
versity psychologist who led the
study on suicide, said more than
30 percent of suicide attempts
that occurred after enlistment
would have been prevented if
the Army had excluded recruits
with pre-existing mental health
conditions.

Nock said he believed the Army
should improve its screening of
recruits, not to exclude them but
to provide treatment to those who
acknowledge a history of mental
health conditions.

Screening out recruits recruits
with mental health issues is not
as simple as it sounds because the
military largely has to rely on ap-
plicants to disclose their mental
health histories.

“People who want to come into
the Army are no fools,” said Dr.
Elspeth Ritchie, a former chief
psychiatrist in the Army. “They
know if you say you had a past
suicide attempt, you’re probably
not going to get in.”
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FEDERAL BUDGET

DOD looks to rebalance the joint force

By JoN HARPER
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Depart-
ment of Defense released its short
and long-term spending requests
Tuesday, reaffirming that future
defense budgets will prioritize
technology and readiness over
pay and benefits for servicemem-
bers and their families.

“In developing the (fiscal) 2015
budget, the Department is seek-
ing to rebalance the Joint Force.
It will be reduced in size but will
become more modern and more
ready to confront a broad range
of future defense challenges,” the
budget document says.

Military pay and benefits have
increased 83 percent since 2001,
and now constitute 35 percent of
the defense budget, according to
the Pentagon.

“If this area does not take a
reduction when the defense bud-
get decreases, these costs can
quickly eat into the training and
equipping portions of the budget
(readiness and modernization ef-
forts),” budget authors wrote.

To slow the growth in person-
nel costs and save $11.9 billion
over the next five years, the DOD
wants to do the following:

WLimit pay raises. The DOD
is requesting the following pay
increases for active-duty service-
members: 1 percent in FY 2015,
2016, and 2017; 1.5 percent in FY
2018; and 1.8 percent in FY 2019.

mFreeze general officer and
flag officer pay in 2015.

mSlow basic allowance for
housing growth. Over the coming
years, the DOD would reduce the
average BAH housing rental and
utilities subsidy from 100 percent
to 95 percent. The renters insur-
ance subsidy would also be elimi-
nated. The actual percentage
change will vary by area.

EReduce commissary subsi-
dies. Over a three-year period,
the subsidies would decrease
from $1.4 billion annually to $400
million. Overseas commissaries
and those in remote locations will
continue receiving direct subsi-
dies. The commissary cut will be
accomplished not by cutting any
commissaries, but by reducing
the amount of savings relative
to civilian markets that service-
members enjoy. Those savings
will go from about 30 percent to
10 percent.

mManage Tricare costs. Pro-
posed changes to Tricare in-
clude increased cost-sharing and
pharmaceutical co-pays for ac-
tive-duty families and retirees
and their families and a new en-
rollment fee for Tricare-for-Life
beneficiaries. (It grandfathers
those already Medicare-eligi-
ble at enactment.) There would

BUDGE
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Copies of President Barack Obama’s proposed budget for fiscal 2015 are set out for distribution by the
Senate Budget Committee on Capitol Hill in Washington on Tuesday.

be no change for active-duty
servicemembers.

mReduce funding for military
family support programs. The
DOD is requesting $1.1 billion
less for such programs than was
enacted in FY 2014.

mReduce the size of the civilian
workforce. The DOD estimates
that the number of Full-Time
Equivalents will decrease 1 per-
cent, from 755,000 to 749,000, be-
tween FY 2014 and FY 2015. The
DOD isrequesting a 1 percent pay
raise for civilians in FY 2015.

W Reduce the size of the overall
force. The Army and Air Force
will bear the brunt of these cuts.
The Army will go from the cur-
rent active-duty end-strength of
520,000 soldiers down to 440,000
to 450,000 by 2017. The Army
National Guard would drop by
20,000 troops and the Reserves
would drop by 10,000 troops.
The Air Force total end strength
would fall from 503,000 airmen
t0 479,000 by 2019.

The Air Force Reserve would
decrease to 67,000 in 2015 from
the current 70,000. The Air Na-
tional Guard would remain un-
changed at 105,000.

Navy active-duty end strength
would remain virtually un-
changed by 2019, and the Navy
Reserve would drop from 59,100
sailors to 57,300 in 2015.

The Marine Corps end strength
would drop from 182,700 Marines
in 2015 to 175,000 by 2017.

The Pentagon will wait until
the Military Compensation and
Retirement Modernization Com-
mission finishes its review before
T ling further
to the military retirement system,
which senior defense officials say
are needed to save money.

The proposed topline spend-
ing level for fiscal 2015 — $495.6
billion — is virtually unchanged
from the previous two years. It’s
about $35 billion, or 7 percent,
less than fiscal 2012, when the
base budget peaked and seques-
tration had not gone into effect.
When projected war spending
is taken into account, this year’s
budget request is $116 billion, or
17 percent, less than fiscal 2010,
when force levels in Afghanistan
reached their peak following the
troop surge.

The services are requesting
the following funding levels for
FY 2015:

mArmy: $120.5 billion, $4.6 bil-
lion less than the $125.1 billion
enacted by Congress last year.

mAir Force: $109.3 billion,
down from the $114.1 proposed in
2014, but higher than the $108.8
billion actually enacted last year.

mNavy and Marines: $148 bil-
lion, down from $150 billion last
year.

Over the next five years, the
Defense Department is asking for
$2.8 trillion. That is $113 billion
less than last year’s Five Year De-
fense Plan.

‘If [military pay and benefits] does not take a reduction when
the defense budget decreases, these costs can quickly eat into
the training and equipping portions of the budget (readiness and
modernization efforts). 7

2015 budget authors

Veterans groups and politi-
cians have criticized the admin-
istration for the pay and benefits
moves, which House Armed Ser-
vices Committee Chairman Buck
McKeon, R-Calif., last week said
are an attempt to “solve our fi-
nancial problems on the backs of
our military — and that can’t be

But some analysts aren’t wor-
ried that America’s military ca-
pabilities will be significantly
degraded by the cuts.

There’s no need to panic over a
falling defense budget, said Law-
rence Korb, a senior fellow at the
Center for American Progress,
a left-leaning Washington think
tank.

“The budget in real terms is
at 2007 levels, and higher in real
terms than it was during the en-
tire Cold War,” he said

Korb, a former assistant sec-
retary of defense for manpower,
reserve affairs, installation and
logistics during the Reagan ad-
ministration, said the Pentagon
is making the right choice priori-
tizing advanced capabilities over
numbers of troops. Moves to limit
pay and benefits increases, in-
cluding shifting some health care
costs to users, have long been
needed to bring some balance to
the defense budget, he said.

“I think slowing the growth of
base pay, slowing the growth of
housing allowances and basically

President is
focused on

boosting the
US economy

By ALaN FraM
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama sent Congress a
$3.9 trillion budget Tuesday that
would funnel money into road
building, education and other
economy-bolstering  programs,
handing Democrats a playbook for
their election-year themes of cre-
ating jobs and narrowing the in-
come gap between rich and poor.

The blueprint for fiscal 2015,
which begins Oct. 1, is laden with
proposals that fortify those goals.
It includes new spending for pre-
school education and job training,
expanded tax credits for 13.5 mil-
lion low-income workers without

children
V1 and higher
Even in income
o taxes on the
the midst wealthiest
of recovery, Americans.
“Even in
too m_any the  midst
Americans  of recovery,
are working fgo _ many
mericans
more_ than are  work-
ever just to ing  more
than  ever
get by, let just to get
alone get by, let alone
ahead.” get ahead,”
. Obama said
President ;" 1ic' pud-

Barack Obama get message

to Congress.
“And too many still are not work-
ing at all. Our job is to reverse
those trends.”

With an eye in part on job cre-
ation, money would be spent to
upgrade highways and railroads,
Veterans Affairs hospitals and
national parks. Additional funds
would be aimed at clean energy
research, creating 45 public-pri-
vate manufacturing institutes for
spurring innovation and training
workers whose companies have
closed or moved.

To help pay for those initiatives
and others, Obama envisions rais-
ing a “Buffett tax” — named for
billionaire Warren Buffett — slap-
ping minimum levies on the high-
est-earning people. Taxes would
also be raised on tobacco products,
airline passengers and managers
of private investment funds.

“The president’s budget is yet
another di intment because

bringing them back to d
standards is wise,” he said. “But
of course everybody will look at
that as a cut.”

As always, whether Congress
has the political will to enact such
changes is an open question, he
said.

Stars and Stripes reporter Chris Carroll
contributed to this report.
harper.jon@stripes.com

Twitter: @JHarperStripes

it reinforces the status quo,” said
House Budget Committee Chair-
man Paul Ryan, R-Wis. “It would
demand that families pay more so
‘Washington can spend more.”

The Republicans’ recipe for
accelerating economic growth
includes cutting taxes or over-
hauling the entire tax code, and
they criticize higher spending as
wasteful.
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Question of desertion clouds captured GI's fate

By DEB RIECHMANN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The case of Army
Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl, held by the Taliban
since 2009, has arisen again as the U.S.
and other countries engage in diplomatic
efforts to free him. But if he is released,
will America’s only prisoner of the Afghan
war be viewed as a hero or a deserter?

While tattered yellow ribbons still adorn
utility poles in his native Hailey, Idaho,
others are expressing conflicting thoughts
about Bergdahl’s plight as the war winds
down, with President Barack Obama
threatening to withdraw all U.S. troops by
year’s end unless the Afghan government
signs a crucial security agreement.

They are convinced that on June 30,
2009, just a few months after he arrived in
Afghanistan, Bergdahl willingly walked
away from his unit, which was deployed
in Paktika province in eastern Afghani-
stan, adjacent to the border with Pakistan.
While they do want Bergdahl home, they
think he should have to answer allegations
that he deserted his unit.

Bergdahl was last seen in a video the
Taliban released in December.

At this year’s Grammys, celebrities were
photographed wearing Bowe bracelets. In
the past two years, billboards with Berg-
dahl’s face have popped up in major cities.

One shows a smiling Bergdahl, in an Army
uniform, with the message: “He fought for
s. ... Let’s fight for him!”

A transcript of radio intercepts, publicly
released through Wikileaks, indicates that
Bergdahl, then 23, was captured while sit-
ting in a makeshift latrine.

“We were attacking the post he was sit-
ting,” according to a radio intercept of a
conversation among insurgents. “He had
no gun with him. ... They have all (the)
Americans, ANA (Afghan National Army),
helicopters, the planes are looking for him.
Can you guys make a video of him and an-
nounce it all over Afghanistan that we have
one of the Americans?”

Rolling Stone magazine quoted emails
Bergdahl is said to have sent to his par-
ents that suggest he was disillusioned with
America’s mission in Afghanistan, had lost
faith in the U.S. Army’s mission there and
was considering desertion.

Bergdahl told his parents he was
“ashamed to even be American.” Berg-
dahl, who mailed home boxes containing
his uniform and books, also wrote: “The
future is too good to waste on lies. And life
is way too short to care for the damnation
of others, as well as to spend it helping fools
with their ideas that are wrong.”

The Associated Press could not indepen-
dently authenticate the emails published
by the magazine in 2012. Bergdahl’s fam-

ily has not commented on the allegations
of desertion, according to Col. Tim Mar-
sano, a spokesman for the Idaho National
Guard. Marsano is in regular contact with
Bergdahl’s mother, Jani, and father, Bob,
‘who has grown a long, thick beard and has
worked to learn Pashto, the language spo-
ken by his son’s captors.

A senior Defense Department official
= said that if Bergdahl
is released, it could
be determined that
he has more than paid
for leaving his unit
— if that’s what re-
ally happened — “and
there’s every indica-
tor that he did.”

Still, it's a conun-
d drum dfor hcommfand—

= ers under the Uniform

Bergdahl Code of Military Jus-

tice and the equal application of the law,

according to the official, who spoke on condi-

tion of anonymity because he was not autho-
rized to publicly discuss the Bergdahl case.

Eugene R. Fidell, who teaches military
justice at Yale Law School, said if there is
evidence that Bergdahl left his unit with-
out permission, he could be charged with
being absent without leave or desertion.

Desertion during a time of war can carry
the death penalty. But Congress never

passed a declaration of war with respect to
Afghanistan, and neither President George
W. Bush nor Obama has determined that
U.S. military operations in Afghanistan
make this a “time of war” for the purposes
of the Uniform Code of Military Justice,
Fidell said.

Were Bergdahl to be charged with de-
sertion, the maximum penalty he would
face is five years in prison and a dishon-
orable discharge if it’s proved that he de-
serted with the intent to avoid hazardous
duty or to shirk important service. A case
of AWOL, ended by the U.S. apprehending
him, would not require proof that he in-
tended to remain away permanently. The
maximum punishment for that would be a
dishonorable discharge and 18 months of
confinement, he said.

Rep. Duncan Hunter, a member of the
House Armed Services Committee and
former Marine who served two tours in
Iraq and one in Afghanistan, said that it’s
futile to speculate.

“It’s hard to imagine any circumstance
where his captivity won’t be viewed as
time served,” said Hunter, R-Calif. “The
first order of business is securing his re-
lease, and I don’t think it does an ounce of
good to begin contemplating that far ahead
when the focus is on getting him home.”

11 subject
of cheating
probe at AF

Stars and Stripes

RAFMILDENHALL, England

Lakenheath unit planning
for CENTCOM deployment

By Apam L. MATHIS

were dropped off Cape Wrath, ac-
cording to a news release on the
Lakenheath website.

Squadron pilots “would typi-

Academy

By Tom ROEDER
The (Colorado Springs, Colo.)
Gazette

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.
— The Air Force Academy is in-
vestigating whether 11 cadets
cheated in a chemistry class last
month, the academy said Monday.

The cadets have been identified
as freshmen, but details on the al-
leged cheating have not been re-
leased. It is the fourth probe of
widespread cheating at the school
since 2004, including a 2012 in-
cident that left 78 cadets under
suspicion.

Spokesman David Cannon said
about 500 freshmen are taking the
chemistry class involved in the lat-
est incident, with a small number
being investigated for cheating.
“It’s just a handful of cadets,” he
said.

Cheating is forbidden by the
academy’s honor code, which also
bans lying and stealing.

Courtesy of the Department of Defense

U.S. Air Force cadets march to lunch at the Air Force Academy in

Colorado Springs, Colo., in 2012.

In 60 years since the academy’s
founding, cheating has been the
honor code’s biggest nemesis, es-
pecially cheating by freshmen.
First-year cadets were tied to
cheating incidents in 2004 and
2007.

Incidents are investigated by
a cadet-run honor board, which
determines whether the code has
been broken.

Cadets who break the code can
be kicked out of the academy. But
freshmen, in general, see more le-
niency under current rules. Can-
non said freshmen no longer face

mandatory expulsion and can in-
stead opt for honor probation.

First-time  offenders  who
admit wrongdoing get a one-time
chance to stay at the academy if
they undergo a monthslong pro-
gram aimed at improving their
morality.

“To complete the program,
cadets must successfully accom-
plish daily ethical journals, honor
projects, a calendar and unit
briefings and must receive posi-
tive recommendations from his
mentors and commanders,” the
academy says on its website.

— The 492nd Fighter Squadron
from RAF Lakenheath will deploy
to U.S. Central Command’s area
of responsibility this summer, ac-
cording to a Tuesday email from
a base spokesman.

CENTCOM’s area of responsi-
bility covers 20 countries in Cen-
tral Asia, the Middle East and
Africa, including Afghanistan.

In February 75 airmen from
the squadron conducted a live-
weapons drop off Scotland’s coast
to prepare for the deployment.
A total of 48 laser-guided bombs

cally attend a temporary duty in
the U.S. to meet their weapons
employment requirement,” the
news release states. “Due to se-
questration ... (the training) was
postponed and was more cost effi-
cient to be held here in the United
Kingdom.”

The squadron has deployed to
the CENTCOM area before. Air-
men from the squadron expended
915 bombs and 25,000 rounds of
ammunition during a 2007 de-
ployment to Afghanistan.

mathis.adam@stripes.com

F-15 loses its canopy
during Okinawa training

An Air Force F-15 fighter jet
lost its canopy Tuesday morning
during routine training off the
coast of Okinawa, Japan, the 18th
Wing at Kadena Air Base said.

The aircraftlanded without inci-
dent at Kadena, and there were no
injuries. The cause of the incident

was not immediately known, and
base safety officials were investi-
gating, according to the wing.

U.S. aircraft based at Kadena
regularly train over a vast stretch
of ocean to the east of Okinawa.

Last year, a F-15C jet fell into
the sea in the Hotel-Hotel train-
ing zone. The pilot safely ejected
following mechanical problems.

From staff reports

tell

Counseling

on a flexible-fee basis.
03-4550-1146

v

Face-to-face counseling in English,
Japanese and other languages by
professional, qualified therapists

www.telljp.com

tell

Lifeline

Free, anonymous

telephone counseling
9a.m.-11p.m., 7 days a week
365 days a year

03-5774-0992

Attention contractors, .

=
e (098)- 936 7139
Office 9-6 Mon.-Fri., 9-1 Sat., closed Sun.
Iﬁ{t Fully Furnished Living & Dining Room and Kitchenette.
~ % Free large parking area, Cable TV and Pets always welcome.
- % Conveniently located near Kadena Air Base, Camp Foster.




Pace 6 SEIRRER R

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Wednesday, March 5,2014

UKRAINE UNREST

and

Jens DresuinG, POLFOTO/AP

Ukrainians living in D

in front of the U.S. in C

Tuesday

recent Russian military actions in Ukraine.

Ukraine: Finance minister
says country needs $358B
to get through next 2 years

FROM FRONT PAGE

The U.S., meanwhile, an-
nounced a $1 billion aid package
in energy subsidies to Ukraine,
which faces a looming financial
disaster. NATO members met in
Brussels and said the alliance
would hold talks Wednesday with
Russian officials about Ukraine.
World markets rose, buoyed by
Putin’s apparent efforts to de-es-
calate tensions.

“We are going to do our best
[to help you]. We are going to try
very hard,” Kerry said in Kiev.
“We hope Russia will respect
the election that you are going to
have.”

Tensions r high in

Monday’s stock losses, while oil,
gold, wheat and the Japanese
yen gave back some gains. In
New York, the Dow Jones Indus-
trial Average surged 200 points
Tuesday on the news that Putin
had pulled troops away from
Ukraine’s border.

“Confidence in equity markets
has been restored as the standoff
between Ukraine and Russia is no
longer on red alert,” said David
Madden, market analyst at IG.

Speaking from his residence
outside Moscow, Putin said he
still considers Viktor Yanukovych
to be Ukraine’s president and
hopes that Russia won’t need to
use force in predominantly Rus-

Crimea, with troops loyal to Mos-
cow firing warning shots to ward
off protesting Ukrainian soldiers.
Heavily armed Russian forces
have taken over the strategic pen-
insula, surrounding its ferry, mil-
itary bases and border posts. Two
Ukrainian warships remained
anchored in the Crimean port of
Sevastopol, blocked from leaving
by Russian ships.

The new Ukrainian leadership
in Kiev, which Putin does not
recognize, has accused Moscow
of a military invasion in Crimea,
which Putin denies.

“Those unknown people with-
out insignia who have seized
administrative  buildings and
airports ... what we are seeing is
a kind of velvet invasion,” Rus-
sian military analyst Alexander
Golts told The Associated Press
in Moscow.

Yet world markets recovered
from their fright over Ukraine,
clawing back a large chunk of

ing eastern Ukraine.

Putin also insisted that the
Russian military deployment in
Crimea has remained within the
limits set by a bilateral agreement
on a Russian military base there.
He said Russia had no intention of
annexing Crimea, but insisted its
residents have the right to deter-
mine the region’s status in a ref-
erendum later this month.

Putin accused the West of using
Yanukovych’s decision in Novem-
ber to ditch a pact with the EU in
favor of closer ties with Russia to
encourage the months of protests
that drove him from power and
put Ukraine’s future in turmoil.

“We have told them a thousand
times, ‘Why are you splitting the
country?’” he said.

Yet he acknowledged that Ya-
nukovych has no political future
and said Russia gave him shelter
only to save his life. Ukraine’s
new government wants to put the
fugitive leader on trial for the
deaths of more than 80 people

Col. Yuri Mamchur,
near Sevastopol on Tuesday.

during protests in Kiev.

At the House of Commons in
London, British Foreign Minister
William Hague rejected Putin’s
arguments.

“The suggestion that a presi-
dent who has fled his country then
has any authority whatsoever to
invite the forces of a neighboring
country into that country is base-
less,” he told U.K. lawmakers.

Ukraine’s dire finances were
a key issue in the protests that
drove Yanukovych from power.
On Tuesday, Russia’s state-con-
trolled natural gas giant Gazprom
said it will cancel a price discount
on gas it sells to Ukraine. Russia
had offered the discount in De-
cember as part of Russian help
for Ukraine. Gazprom also said
Ukraine owes it $1.5 billion.

Ukraine’s finance minister, who
says the country needs $35 billion
to get through this year and next,
was meeting with International
Monetary Fund officials.

Crimea remained a potential
flashpoint. Troops who had taken
control of the Belbek air base in
Crimea fired warning shots into
the air Tuesday as around 300
Ukrainian soldiers who previous-
ly manned the airfield demanded
their jobs back.

About a dozen troops warned
the Ukrainians, who were march-
ing unarmed, not to approach.
They then fired several warning
shots into the air and said they
would shoot the Ukrainians if
they continued toward them. The
Ukrainians identified the gun-
men as Russian and their vehicle
had Russian military plates.

Part of the compound was still
being held by Ukrainians.

[}
I

t’s a breach of international law, of national sovereignty, by a major

power. We haven’t seen such a breach in Europe since the Nazis. 7

John Herbst
former U.S. ambassador to Ukraine

“We are worried. But we will
not give up our base,” said Capt.
Nikolai Syomko, an air force
radio electrician holding an AK-
47 and patrolling the back of the
compound. He said the soldiers
felt they were being held hos-
tage, caught between Russia and
Ukraine.

“They have shown restraint,
despite the invasion of the Ukrai-
nian homeland and a Russian
government that has chosen in-
timidation,” Kerry said of the
Ukrainian soldiers.

Thenew Ukrainiangovernment
says troops that have overtaken
Belbek and other Ukrainian mili-
tary bases across Crimea were
Russian. Putin denied it, saying
the men were self-defense forces
answering to Crimea’s pro-Rus-
sian regional government.

Putin said Ukraine’s 22,000-
strong force in Crimea has dis-
solved and its arsenals have
fallen under the control of the
local government. Those offi-
cials claimed Tuesday that 5,500
Ukrainian soldiers had switched
allegiances from Kiev to them.
They were also seeking to move
up a vote planned for March 30 on
the region’s status.

Ukraine’s prime minister
placed the blame for the cur-
rent crisis with Russia squarely
on the Kremlin, but expressed
hope that a negotiated solution
could be found. Prime Minister
Arseniy Yatsenyuk told a news

IVAN SEKRETAREV/AP

at Belbek air base, leads his men to the base

conference on Tuesday that both
governments were talking again,
albeit slowly.

“We hope that Russia will un-
derstand its responsibility in de-
stabilizing the security situation
in Europe, that Russia will realize
that Ukraine is an independent
state and that Russian troops will
leave the territory of Ukraine,”
he said.

Russia is demanding the im-
plementation of a Western-spon-
sored peace deal that Yanukovych
signed with the opposition last
month that set a new Ukrainian
presidential election no later than
December. Yanukovych fled the
capital hours later and ended up
in Russia, and the Ukrainian par-
liament then set the presidential
vote for May 25.

The EU’s 28 heads of state and
government will hold an emer-
gency meeting Thursday to de-
cide whether to impose sanctions
against Russia.

John Herbst, a former U.S. am-
bassador to Ukraine now at the
Center for Complex Operations at
the National Defense University,
told The Associated Press it was a
critical time for Europe.

“It’s a breach of international
law, of national sovereignty, by a
major power,” Herbst said about
Russia’s actions in Crimea. “We
haven’t seen such a breach in Eu-
rope since the Nazis.”
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NATO issues warning to Russia ahead of talks

By JoHN VANDIVER
AND SLOBODAN LEKIC
Stars and Stripes

NATO’s top official again is-
sued a stern warning to Russia
on Tuesday but stopped short of
signaling whether the alliance
would consider sending military
assets into Poland following a
meeting focused on concerns that
the crisis in Ukraine could some-
how spill into its territory.

NATO Secretary-General
Anders Fogh Rasmussen, who
also announced that the alliance
will meet with Russian officials
‘Wednesday to discuss the dispute
over Ukraine, urged Moscow to
respect Ukrainian borders.

“These developments have di-
rect and serious implications for
the security and stability of the
Euro-Atlantic area,” Rasmussen
said.

Rasmussen did not say wheth-
er Poland or any other member
state had formally requested that
NATO forces or any other assets
be deployed to their territory fol-
lowing a meeting of the North At-
lantic Council, the alliance’s top
decision-making body.

The meeting followed a re-
quest by Poland for consultations
under NATO’s Article 4, accord-
ing to which any ally can demand

consultations if it perceives a
threat to its security or territorial
integrity.

In a statement, the council,
which comprises all 28 member
countries, condemned Russia’s
continued violation of “Ukraine’s
sovereignty  and territorial
integrity.”

“Allies stand together in the
spirit of strong solidarity in this
grave crisis,” the statement said.

Last week, Russian forces
seized control of Ukraine’s
Crimea region, causing perhaps
Europe’s most significant politi-
cal crisis since the end of the Cold
War.

For some eastern European
countries, signs of Russian ag-
gression in former Soviet satellite
states stoked old fears abouta Rus-
sia with imperialist ambitions.

The United States has been
considering a range of economic
sanctions as part of an effort to
isolate Russia and persuade it to
withdraw. So far, there appears
little appetite in Europe to place
harsh penalties on Russia, which
is a major gas supplier to much of
the continent.

In Brussels, a senior NATO
diplomat noted that the general
sense was that the alliance’s op-
tions were limited to providing a

EFRem LUKATSKY/AP

Secretary of State John Kerry points to a bullet hole in a tree at
barricades covered with flowers placed there to mark the death of
protesters during recent clashes with riot police in Kiev, Ukraine.

‘These developments (in the Ukraine) have
direct and serious implications for the security

and stabil

ty of the Euro-Atlantic area.”

NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh Rasmussen

few air or ground units to reas-
sure east European allies like
Poland, although there was no
evidence that they face any secu-
rity threat from Russia.

“There is a concern that Mos-
cow will retaliate to any move
it perceives as truly provoca-
tive,” said the envoy, who spoke
on the customary condition of
anonymity.

If Moscow chooses to escalate
the crisis, it could shut down
NATO’s vital overland supply
route to Afghanistan and put on
hold an agreement to help the
destruction of Syria’s chemical
arsenal, the diplomat said.

Other measures could include
arming Syria and Iran with so-
phisticated long-range anti-air-
craft and anti-shipping missiles,
the envoy said.

Allies usually invoke Article 4
to discuss their security needs,
and in some cases it results in
the deployment of forces. For
example, in 2012 Turkey sought

support after one of its fighter
jets was shot down by Syrian air
defense forces and Turkish civil-
ians were killed by Syrian shells.
The alliance responded with the
deployment of Patriot missile
batteries to Turkey’s border with
Syria.

On Tuesday, Secretary of State
John Kerry arrived in Kiev in a
sign of support for the new au-
thorities there.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Tuesday described the
new government’s rise to power
as a coup against the democrati-
cally elected president who has
fled to Russia.

In televised remarks, Putin
gave no indication that he had
any intention of pushing Russian
troops deeper into Ukraine. As
for whether Crimea might break
away from Ukraine, Putin said
that was a matter for local resi-
dents to decide.

“It’s up to people living in a cer-
tain territory, if they can exercise

their free will and determine their
future,” Putin was quoted as say-
ing in The New York Times. “For
example, if Kosovo’s Albanians
were allowed to do that, self-de-
termination, which according to
U.N. documents is a right, but
we will never instigate it, never
support such trends,” Putin was
quoted as saying in the Times.

While Russia’s next move re-
mains unclear, a military re-
sponse by the West appears to be
well off the table. No western po-
litical official of consequence has
called for any kind of military an-
swer to Russian aggression.

So far, the only tangible penal-
ties that have been imposed on
Russia have been the Pentagon’s
decision to cancel military coop-
eration activities and exercises
with Russia.

State Department spokeswom-
an Jen Psaki said Monday that
the U.S. continues to weigh its op-
tions on the diplomatic front as it
ponders possible sanctions.

“So just to reiterate, one, we're
not talking — no one’s preference is
amilitary action in Ukraine,” Psaki
said. “That’s why were pulling
every lever we can on the economic
end and on the political end.”

vandiver.john@stripes.com
lekic.slobodan@stripes.com

In Kiev, Kerry expresses US support

By LARA JAKES
The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — In a somber
show of U.S. support for Ukraine’s
new leadership, Secretary of State
John Kerry walked the streets
Tuesday where nearly 100 anti-
government  protesters  were
gunned down by police last month
and promised beseeching crowds
that American aid is on the way.

The Obama administration an-
nounced a $1 billion energy sub-
sidy package in Washington as
Kerry was arriving in Kiev. The
fast-moving developments came
as the United States readied eco-
nomic sanctions amid worries
that Moscow was ready to stretch
its military reach further into the
mainland of the former Soviet
republic.

Kerry headed straight to In-
stitutska Street at the start of an
hourslong visit intended to bol-
ster the new government that
took over just a week ago when
Ukraine President Viktor Yanu-
kovych fled. He lay a bouquet of
red roses, and the Roman Catho-
lic secretary of state made the
sign of the cross twice at a shrine
set up to memorialize protesters
who were killed during mid-Feb-
ruary riots.

“We're concerned very much.
We hope for your help; we hope
for your assistance,” a woman
shouted as Kerry walked down
a misty street lined with tires,
plywood, barbed wire and other
remnants of the barricades that
protesters had stood up to try to
keep Yanukovych’s forces from
reaching nearby Maidan Square,

the heart of the demonstrations.

Piles of flowers brought in honor
of the dead provided splashes of
color to an otherwise drab day
that was still tinged with the smell
of smoke.

“We will be helping,” Kerry
said. “We are helping. President
[Barack] Obama is planning more
assistance.”

The Ukraine government con-
tinued to grapple with a Russian
military takeover of Crimea, a
strategic, mostly pro-Russian re-
gion in the country’s southeast,
and Kerry’s visit came as Russian
President Vladimir Putin said he
wouldn’t be deterred by economic
sanctions imposed punitively by
the West.

U.S. officials traveling with
Kerry, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said the Obama ad-
ministration is considering slap-
ping Russia with unspecified
economic sanctions as soon as
this week. Members of Congress
say they’re preparing legislation
that would impose sanctions as
well.

As Kerry arrived, the White

@ 062137009511 * Fiynow-Pay Later

House announced the package of
energy aid, along with training for
financial and election institutions
and anti- corruption efforts.

Additionally, the officials said,
the U.S. has suspended what was
described as a narrow set of dis-
cussions with Russia over a bilat-
eral trade investment treaty. It is
also going to provide technical ad-
vice to the Ukraine government
about its trade rights with Russia.

Putin pulled his forces back
from the Ukrainian border on
Tuesday yet said Moscow re-
serves the right to use all means
to protect Russians in the country.
He accused the West of encourag-
ing an “unconstitutional coup” in
Ukraine and driving it on to anar-
chy, declaring that any sanctions
the West places on Russia will
backfire.

Speaking from his residence
outside Moscow, Putin said he
still considers Yanukovych to be
Ukraine’s leader and hopes Rus-
sia won't need to use force in
predominantly Russian-speaking

eastern Ukraine.
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Arctic air blast foll

By BEN NuckoLs
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The seem-
ingly endless winter dumped a
half a foot snow on the ground in
parts of the South, Mid-Atlantic
and Northeast, and many areas
Tuesday morning saw something
even more unusual in March: a
blast of arctic air that sent tem-
peratures plummeting into the
single digits.

Baltimore-Washington Inter-
national Thurgood Marshall Air-
port broke a 141-year-old record
low temperature, reaching 4 de-
grees. The National Weather Ser-
vice said the low reached early
Tuesday broke a S-degree record
set on the day in 1873. It was
also a record low for the month
of March. Dulles International

Airport — also outside Washing-
ton — tied a 1993 record for the
month at minus 1 degree.

Both airports broke record
lows two days in a row.

Schools and government offices
along the East Coast were closed
Tuesday or delayed opening. Vir-
ginia State Police said slickened
roads were factors in three traffic
deaths, and authorities in Mary-
land’s Prince George’s County
said a 60-year-old woman died
after shoveling snow there.

Blame it on a return of the
“polar vortex.”

“That is the buzzword this win-
ter — the polar vortex,” said Jim
Lee, meteorologist in charge at
the National Weather Service in
Sterling, Va. “That cold air just
kind of migrates around the poles
and the extreme northern lati-

‘That is the buzzword this winter — the
polar vortex. ... The jet stream enables that
colder air to move down the East Coast. ?

Jim Lee

National Weather Service meteorologist

tudes all the time. The jet stream
enables that colder air to move
down the East Coast.”

Monday’s snowstorm followed
a pattern that’s become routine.
Schools and government offices
were closed. Federal workers
stayed home — the fourth weath-
er-related shutdown this season.
Young adults gathered on the
sloppy, slushy National Mall for
a semiorganized afternoon snow-
ball fight.

Tourists, who flock to the
nation’s capital 365 days a year,
were seeking out whatever activi-
ties they could find.

The National Air and Space
Museum was the only Smithson-
ian institution open, and it drew
a crowd. Among the visitors were
Russ Watters, 60, of St. Louis, and
his son, Seth, 14, who was touring
Washington with his eighth-grade
class.

“We're trying to find stuff

ows latest East Goast snow

that’s open, so this is open,” Wat-
ters said.

The storm had a major effect
south of the Mason-Dixon line.
Governors declared states of
emergency in Virginia and Ten-
nessee, where there were hun-
dreds of traffic accidents and
tens of thousands of power out-
ages. Nearly 3,000 flights were
canceled Monday.

In Falls Church, Va., daredevils
took advantage of another snow
day by sledding down a steep hill
behind an elementary school.

Maya Luera, 11, said she
wouldn’t be so happy in June,
when the school year will be ex-
tended because there’s been so
much snow.

“I’m more of a summer person,
so I'd rather have more free time
in the summer than the winter,”
she said.

Spirit of Mardi Gras
revelers not dampened

by cold, gray morning

By CHEVEL JOHNSON
The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — A cold,
gray day greeted revelers gather-
ing Tuesday along parade routes
as the Carnival season in New
Orleans headed to a crest with the
unabashed celebration of Mardi

Gras.
The first street marching
groups — including clarinetist

Pete Fountain’s Half-Fast Walk-
ing Club — began their marches
along oak-lined St. Charles Ave-
nue and into the business district.
Later, the floats of the Krewe of
Zulu and Rex parades and hun-
dreds of truck trailers decorat-
ed by family and social groups
wound down St. Charles Avenue.

Rain was forecast to begin
in the late morning, but revel-
ers were still expected to gather
by the tens of thousands in the
French Quarter, where the bawdy
side of Mardi Gras was expected
to be on full display.

Mark Nelson, of St. Louis, said
he would be in the mix even in
a downpour. It’s his first Mardi
Gras.

“That’s why God made wash-
ing machines,” said Nelson, who
was sipping on a daiquiri as he
enjoyed the sounds of trumpeter
Kermit Ruffins and the Barbecue
Swingers, who performed at the
Lundi Gras festivities on Monday

(PRI
A
PHoT0S BY GERALD HERBERT/AP
Members of the Krewe of
Zulu, above and left, march in
a parade on Tuesday as part of
Mardi Gras in New Orleans.

along the Mississippi River.

Parades were scheduled to
roll throughout south Louisiana
and in coastal Mississippi and
Alabama, sharing the traditions
brought by French colonists in
the 18th century.

In Louisiana’s bayou parishes,
riders on horseback would go
from town to town making merry
in what is called the Courir du

Your vote could earn you an
gift card worth $300!

__ Win with STARSM@&STRIPE&

Mardi Gras.

The merriment must come to
a halt at midnight, when the sol-
emn season of Lent begins. New
Orleans police were expected to
sweep down Bourbon Street at
midnight in the annual ritual of
letting revelers know the party is
over for another year.

Exchange

Vote today at http://stripesrewards.com/bestofpacific!

The Zulu krewe'’s 2014 Witch
Doctor, Derek Rabb, said he was
charged with praying for the
krewe’s good health and good
weather on Mardi Gras. “By
God’s grace, there will be sun,”
he said.

When out of costume, Rabb
works at New Orleans-based En-

BESTo: e
Paciric

tergy Corp., an energy company.

A member of the Zulu organi-
zation for the past eight years, he
said being in such a high-profile
position has been an experience
he won’t soon forget.

“It’s been a whole lot of fun,”
he said. “It’s allowed me to meet
some really interesting people.”
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Celebrating Dr. Seuss

Kindergarten teacher Mara Woolley makes green eggs and ham with her students at C.T. Plunkett
Elementary School in Adams, Ma.ss., on Monday. Many schools will celebrate Dr. Seuss’s 110th

birthday this week with activiti

involving his books including “Green Eggs and Ham.”

Ohio boy, 10, is suspended for ‘finger gun’

The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — A central Ohio principal
said she suspended a 10-year-old boy from school
for three days for pretending his finger was a gun
and pointing it at another student’s head.

The boy’s father said it’s the adults who are acting
childish for ing the boy from D ire Al-
ternative Elementary School in Columbus last week.

The fifth-grader said he was “just playing around.”
But district spokesman Jeff Warner told The Co-
lumbus Dispatch that Devonshire Principal Patri-
cia Price has warned students about pretend gun
play numerous times this year, and everyone should

know the rules by now. He said warnings have been
included in three newsletters sent home with kids.

Warner said the boy put his finger to the side of
the other student’s head and pretended to shoot
“kind of execution-style.”

“The kids were told, ‘If you don’t stop doing this
type of stuff, there would be consequences,” War-
ner said. “It’s just been escalating.”

The boy’s father said no one felt threatened. The
other student didn’t see it happen, but a teacher wit-
nessed it.

“I was just playing around,” said the fifth-grader,
who had never been in trouble before. “People play
around like this a lot at my school.”

US: Many abused
drugs provided
by friends, family

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Most people who
abuse addictive prescription pain-
killers get them for free from
friends or relatives, while drug
dealers are a relatively uncom-
mon source for those at highest
risk for deadly overdoses, a U.S.
government study found.

People who abuse the most
frequently often doctor-shop;
more than 1 in 4 who used these
drugs almost daily said they had
been prescribed by one or more
physicians.

Almost as many said they got
them for free from friends or rela-
tives; only 15 percent of the most
frequent abusers said they bought
the drugs from dealers or other
strangers.

Those abusers “are probably
using at much greater volumes
and simply asking a friend for a
pill now and then is not going to be
sufficient,” said Dr. Leonard Pau-
lozzi, a researcher at the federal
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

According to the study, two-
thirds of abusers said they used
the drugs infrequently and well
over half of those users said they
got them free from friends or
relatives.

Paulozzi and CDC colleagues
analyzed four years of nationwide
health surveys on nonmedical use
of pain relievers including oxy-
codone and hydrocodone. Those
include the brand-name pills Oxy-
Contin and Vicodin in a family of
drugs called opioids — chemically
similar to opium.

The study was published on-
line Monday in JAMA Internal
Medicine.

Paulozzi said overall prevalence

of nonmedical use of prescription
opioid painkillers has held steady
in recent years, at about 12 mil-
lion, or 1 in 20 people aged 12 and
older.

Previous CDC data show over-
dose deaths involving those drugs
more than tripled from 1999
to 2010, with more than 16,000
deaths that year.

By contrast, overdose deaths
that involved heroin and cocaine
totaled fewer than 8,000, and
deaths that involved often-abused
prescription drugs that include
anti-anxiety medication totaled
about 6,500.

A separate study in the same
journal  presents Tennessee
— among states hardest hit by
prescription drug abuse — as a
snapshot of the problem. From
2007 through 2011, one-third of
Tennessee’s population filled an
opioid prescription each year, the
study found. Nearly 8 percent had
used more than four prescribers,
and those abusers were more than
six times more likely to have fatal
overdoses than the least frequent
users.

The larger nationwide study in-
cluded data from annual govern-
ment health surveys for 2008-11
that included questions about use
of these powerful painkillers.

“Nonmedical use was defined
as use without a prescription or
use with a prescription for the
feeling or experience caused by
the drug,” the researchers said.

Paulozzi said the data don’t indi-
cate whether friends and relatives
who offered free drugs shared
their own prescriptions or had
obtained the medication in some
other way.
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Syrians
advance
weapons
handover

By STEVEN BEARDSLEY
Stars and Stripes

After missing two deadlines to
hand over its chemical weapons
stockpile for destruction, Syria
has pledged to finish the task be-
fore the end of April, the interna-
tional watchdog overseeing the
effort reported Tuesday.

The country has sped up its
handover of weapons and chemi-
cal precursors in recent weeks,
according to the Organization
for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons. Two shipments were
removed from Syria’s Mediter-
ranean port of Latakia last week,
with another expected to go next
week, Director General Ahmet
Uzumcu told the organization’s
executive council, according to an
OPCW news release.

The three consignments would
account for half of all chemicals
removed from the nation since the
OPCW executive board agreed to
a removal time frame in Novem-
ber. Syria has since missed both
key deadlines in that agreement
— one Dec. 31 for removal of the
most dangerous, or “priority one”
chemicals, and a Feb. 5 deadline
for all other chemicals.

International observers have
criticized the Syrian government
for the slow pace of removal,
‘which the country blames on dan-
gerous ground conditions due to
the continuing civil war. Uzumcu
expressed hope that the new pace
of delivery would continue.

“Given delays since the lapse of
the two target dates for removal, it
will be important to maintain this
newly created momentum,” he
said in the news release.

With the six shipments, Syria
will have handed over 35 percent
of all chemical weapons and ingre-
dients, including 23 percent of pri-
ority one chemicals, which include
mustard agents, sarin and VX
nerve agent, the OPCW reported.

The shipments are loaded in
Latakia by multinational ships
and transported to countries that
have agreed to neutralize and de-
stroy the chemicals.

The U.S. has volunteered to neu-
tralize the priority one chemicals
at sea via a merchant ship refit-
ted with a hydrolysis system. The
ship, the MV Cape Ray, remains
moored at a Navy base in southern
Spain as it awaits the delivery of

Lee JoNg-GUN, YONHAP/AP

South Korean Army 130mm multiple rocket launchers fire live rounds during an exercise against possible
attacks from North Korea in Goseong, South Korea, on Monday. South Korea says North Korea has fired
seven suspected artillery shells into the seas following its recent series of Scud missile launches.

South Korea reports North fired 7
suspected artillery shells into sea

The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — South
Korea said North Korea fired
seven suspected artillery shells
into the ocean Tuesday in what
Seoul called a provocation appar-
ently directed against its ongoing
military drills with the United
States.

North Korea also has launched
six Scud missiles into the sea

since the annual exercises began
about a week ago. It earlier fired
artillery shells days before the
drills started. It says the exer-
cises are a rehearsal for invasion,
but Washington and Seoul say
they are defensive in nature.
Despite the firings and launch-
es, outside analysts say the North
is taking a softer stance toward
the drills this year than last year
because it wants better ties with

the outside world to revive its
struggling economy.

Three of the projectiles fired
Tuesday had a range of 30 miles
and four could travel about 95
miles, according to Seoul’s De-
fense Ministry.

Spokesman Kim Min-seok said
the various launches were ap-
parently an “armed protest” by
North Korea against the drills.

China: Military will respond to provocations

The Associated Press

BEIJING — China’s military is
prepared to respond to all threats
to the country’s sovereignty, a
government spokeswoman said
Tuesday, ahead of the expected

r ining priority one 3

Syria agreed to destroy its
chemical weapons program and
stockpile last year following accu-
sations from Western governments
that it had employed the weapons
in fighting. Syria was believed to
possess more than 1,000 tons of
chemical weapons, with 560 tons
of priority one chemicals.

beardsley.steven@stripes.com

annot of another big
bump in defense spending.

Legislative spokeswoman Fu
Ying said China supports resolv-
ing disputes through negotia-
tions and its 2.3 million-member
People’s Liberation Army — the
world’s largest — is for defensive
purposes only.

However, Fu warned other na-
tions not to test China’s resolve.

“But if some countries wish
to provoke or wish to damage ...
regional peace and the regional
order, then we must make a re-
sponse, and an effective response
at that,” Fu said at a wide-ranging
news conference on the eve of the
legislature’s annual session.

“The point of this response, is to,
on the one hand, maintain China’s
territory and sovereignty, and on
the other hand to maintain the re-
gional order and peace,” Fu said.

Other countries should take
China’s sovereignty claims seri-
ously if they truly care about re-
gional peace and security, she

said, singling out the United States
by name.

Her remarks came amid fes-
tering disputes between China
and its neighbors over the control
of islands and sea lanes in sur-
rounding oceans. There has been
a sharp escalation of tensions with
Japan in the past 18 months over
control of a string of tiny uninhab-
ited islands in the East China Sea.

China is to announce its latest
defense budget on Wednesday.
Spending on the armed forces
rose 10.7 percent last year to $114
billion, the most for any nation
apart from the U.S.

Militants storm local
council HQ in Iraq, kill 6

BAGHDAD — Iraqi officials
said militants stormed a gov-
ernment building in a city north
of Baghdad, Kkilling at least six
people.

Police officers said two suicide
bombers first blew themselves up
on Tuesday at the entrance to the
local council in Samara, paving
the way for five other attackers
to storm inside after detonating a
parked car bomb.

The officers said security forc-
es quickly arrived at the scene,
besieged the building and after
a two-hour gunbattle had killed
all the attackers and freed an un-
specified number of people who
had been trapped inside.

Among those killed in the at-
tack were three policemen and at
least three civilians. The officials
said 34 people were wounded.

Former congressman in
hiding in South Africa

JOHANNESBURG — Former
U.S. Rep. Mel Reynolds said he is
in hiding in South Africa following
his deportation from Zimbabwe
because he believes his life is in
danger.

He told The Associated Press
in a telephone interview that he
believes he is being pursued by a
secret Zimbabwean death squad
because of information he has on
American businessmen, especial-
ly from Chicago, who are doing
business illegally with Zimbabwe.

He accused the Mugabe regime
of “trumping up” pornography
charges against him two weeks
ago to discredit him.

He was arrested Feb. 16 and,
after spending a few days in a
Zimbabwean jail, the pornogra-
phy charges were dropped on
a technicality while he pleaded
guilty to violating Zimbabwe’s im-
migration laws.

Analysts skeptical of
Kunming terrorism link

KUNMING, China — China
said the vicious slashing spree that
killed 29 people in a southern city
was the work of separatists linked
to international terrorism, but the
assailants’ homespun methods and
low-tech weapons — nothing more
than long knives — have led some
analysts to suspect they didn’t get
outside help.

Officials have blamed secession-
ists from far-western Xinjiang for
Saturday’s attack at a train station
in Kunming, more than 900 miles
to the southeast. It is by far the
deadliest attack blamed on Xinji-
ang militants to have taken place
outside the region, and has been a
wake-up call for Chinese that ter-
rorism can strike anywhere.

Members of the Muslim Uighur
ethnic group have waged a sim-
mering rebellion against Chinese
rule in Xinjiang, where clashes
between Uighurs and members of
China’s Han majority are frequent.
Many observers say the Uighurs
are lashing out because they are
being marginalized and feel their
culture is being suppressed.

Beijing uses its claim of an in-
ternational conspiracy to defend
its crackdown on Uighur dissent,
but there hasn’t been substantial
evidence to support ties to foreign
Muslim extremists.

From The Associated Press
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OPINION

Chinese chafe at media use of ‘terrorism’

By Yioin Fu
Foreign Policy

MILTON, Mass.

n Chinese, just as in English, quota-

tion marks can indicate attribution,

doubt or dismissiveness. And just

like in the United States, terrorism

is a sensitive issue in China, where disaf-

fected citizens have at times used violence

for political ends. In such an environment,

employing quotation marks around a high-

1y politicized word like terrorism can be
combustible.

On the evening of March 1, a group of
knife-wielding assailants dressed in black
burst into a crowded railway station in
Kunming, the capital of China’s southwest
Yunnan province, and slashed travelers,
passersby and police, killing 29 and in-
juring 143, including children and the el-
derly. Police shot dead four assailants at
the scene, and say they have captured all
the surviving suspects. Eleven hours after
the attack, China’s state-run Xinhua News
Agency announced that based on evidence
found at the crime scene, separatists from
the northwest Chinese region of Xinjiang
are behind the terrorist attack. (So far,
no groups or individuals have claimed re-
sponsibility, and Beijing has not released
any names of alleged perpetrators.)

Following the Xinhuareport, many major
Western media outlets covering the event,
including The New York Times, CNN, Re-
uters, BBC and CBC of Canada used quo-
tation marks around the word “terrorism,”
some in the article’s headline, some in the
body, and some in both. Chinese Internet
users and domestic media were quick to
notice this punctuation choice, and a storm

of anger against perceived Western bias
quickly brewed on Sina Weibo, China’s
largest microblogging platform.

While some Weibo users interpreted
the quotation marks as attribution to the
Chinese government’s official statements,
‘which most Western media outlets usually
take with a grain of salt, many detected
sympathy with separatist aspirations in
Xinjiang, or what one called an “obvious
agenda.” Another wrote that some of the
articles about the Kunming attacks ended
“with the Han Chinese’s invasion of Xinji-
ang’s religion and culture,” which “turned
the carnage of civilians into a political
game.” (Xinjiang became part of China in
1949, after Communist troops entered the
region.) Tech entrepreneur Luo Yonghao
tweeted to his 5.8 million followers that
“uniformed thugs indiscriminately killing
innocent civilians undoubtedly constitutes
terrorism.” He wrote that he had always
admired the West, but “cannot stand”
the way Western media first reported the
Kunming attack.

Chinese state media did not sit on the
sidelines. The People’s Daily, a Chinese
Communist Party mouthpiece, also took
to Weibo to demand an explanation from
Western media for its “blindness and deaf-
ness” and “intentional downplaying of the
violence and sympathy towards the assail-
ants.” “China sympathized with [the U.S.
after] the September 11 terrorist attack,”
it wrote in a popular tweet. “But some
American media harbored double stan-
dards regarding the Kunming terrorist at-
tack. Why?”

A post by the official account of the U.S.
Embassy in Beijing fueled the outrage. It
did not, as many Chinese had hoped, char-

acterize the attack as terrorism, but instead
called it a “senseless act of violence.” Al-
most all of the more than 50,000 comments
left on the post accused the U.S. Embassy
of a double standard when it comes to vio-
lence in China. “If the Kunming attack
were a ‘horrific, senseless act of violence,””
the most up-voted comment reads, “then
the 9-11 attack in New York City would
be a ‘regrettable traffic accident.” (The
United Nations Security Council released a
statement late Sunday condemning “in the
strongest terms the terrorist attack.”)
Some of the fallout from the embassy’s
statement is due to an unfortunate transla-
tion. “Senseless violence,” a common dip-
lomatic phrase the Obama administration
has also used to describe the 2012 attack
on the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi, which
killed the U.S. ambassador to Libya, read
as “meaningless violence” in Chinese.
Many Chinese Web users, likely already
attuned to signs of disrespect, took that to
mean the U.S. sympathized with the as-
sailants. The violence did not serve its sup-
posed purpose, the message seemed to say,
but the assailants’ goals could be achieved
by some other means.
These developments are troubling for
.S.-China relations, but not entirely sur-
prising. In a digital age, it’s relatively easy
for wired citizens of one country to peer
into the media environment of another.
But old-fashioned cultural, political and
linguistic barriers remain. Even — per-
haps especially — at times of tragedy, the
combination often spurs more pique than
understanding.

Yigin Fu wrote this for Tea Leaf Nation, Foreign
Policy’s blog about news and major trends in
China.
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Religious right runs out of steam in Ariz.

By Francis WILKINSON
Bloomberg News

eligious conservatives have had a
good run. Since the 1970s, when
Paul Weyrich and other conser-
vative thinkers recognized that
conservative evangelical Christians had
untapped potential to change U.S. elections,
the “religious right” has been a powerful, if
always secondary, force in the Republican
Party. Conservatives did such a thorough
job of rallying evangelicals around causes
such as abortion that the word “evangeli-
cal” in a political context is now almost
synonymous with “conservative.”

Jerry Falwell’s politicking didn’t derail
the movement. Pat Robertson’s egomania
didn’t kill it. Ralph Reed’s “humping” for
corporations didn’t bring it to its knees.
But last week’s legislative debacle in Ari-
zona might. Gov. Jan Brewer vetoed a bill,
sponsored by fellow Republicans, to allow
business owners the right to deny service
to gay and lesbian customers on the basis
of religious beliefs. It was a jarring ex-
ample of religious conservatives in open,
full-throated conflict with mainstream
culture.

For further evidence, I submit this re-
markably un-self-conscious teaser about
the Academy Awards from, of all places,
The New York Times:

“After missteps in recent years, Os-
cars producers are returning to safer
middle ground with the selection of Ellen
DeGeneres.”

That’s right. A woman who everyone
in the United States knows — and every-
one knows is a lesbian — was considered
the safe choice to host one of the most
mainstream, popular television events

The number of Americans
who think Ellen DeGeneres
shouldn’t have the same
civil rights as heterosexuals
is shrinking fast.

of the year, watched by some 40 million
Americans.

Sure, The New York Times is a cultur-
ally liberal institution. It’s also correct in
this case: DeGeneres, sunny, spunky and
supportive, is the antithesis of hip or edgy.
She’s a Middle America kinda gal, far more
Peoria than Williamsburg. She makes her

marriage — child-rearing only, please!
— to which heterosexuals are exempt. The
Bible was shamelessly invoked in previous
generations to endorse slavery and, later, to
keep races separate. Yet these catastrophic
mistakes have made conservatives no less
eager to issue omniscient declarations in
God’s name on gay marriage (and more).
Relativism has deep faults, but at least it
encourages more humility than that.
Conservatives’ selective interpretations
of the biblical text are so obvious it seems
pedantic to point them out. Among many
religious conservatives, the Bible’s pro-
hibitions on homosexuality are deemed
literal, its calls to relinquish wealth and
possessions metaphorical. As the Church
Lady on “Saturday Night Live“ used to say,
“How cf . Modern

living in daytime television, for
sakes. And the number of Americans who
think DeGeneres shouldn’t have exactly
the same civil rights as hetert uals is

tions are made to adultery and divorce be-
cause, well, because. Meanwhile, modern
dations to lity can’t

shrinking fast.

Ross Douthat wrote Sunday that the
same-sex marriage battle is over and that
religious conservatives await only the
terms of their surrender. Sounds about
right. There is a reason (beyond liberal
condescension, which is real enough) that
religious objections to gay marriage are
met with rising intolerance. The rationales
for opposing it are shabby and unconvinc-
ing, and too many Americans have already
reached the conclusion that their own op-
position to gay marriage was a product of
cultural habit, not defensible principle.

Conservative religious reasoning on
abortion and other issues has stronger
roots. By contrast, conservative moral ar-
guments against homosexuality in general,
and same-sex marriage in particular, are
hopelessly weak, relying on definitions of

be tolerated because, well, because not.

Do religiously conservative Americans
never stop to think what a miracle it is that
the Word of God, as interpreted by them-
selves, just happens to endorse the precise
cultural preferences of religiously con-
servative Americans at any given point in
time?

The attempt by religious conservatives
in Arizona to escalate the battle against
gay rights was a political fiasco, further
undermining the credibility of conserva-
tive religious claims. Tens of millions of
Americans, religious and otherwise, have
made peace with gay equality. Religious
conservatives will take a little longer not
because they are religious, but because
they are conservatives.

Francis Wilkinson is a member of the Bloomberg
View editorial board.
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Putin running over an

By GEorGE F. WiLL

ne hundred years after a spark in

Central Europe ignited a confla-

gration from which the world has

not yet recovered and from which
Europe will never recover, armed forces
have crossed an international border in
Central Europe, eliciting this analysis
from Secretary of State John Kerry: “It’s
a 19th-century act in the 21st century. It
really puts at question Russia’s capacity to
be within the G8.”

Although this “19th-century act” re-
sembles many 20th-century (and 16th-,
17th- and 18th-century) acts, it is, the flab-
bergasted Kerry thinks, astonishing in the
21st century, which he evidently supposes
to be entirely unlike any other. What is
more disconcerting — that Kerry believes
this? Or that his response to Vladimir
Putin’s aggression is to question Russia’s
“capacity” — Kerry means fitness — for
membership in the G8?

For many centuries, European peace
has been regularly broken because na-
tional borders do not tidily coincide with
ethnic, linguistic and religious patterns.
This problem was intensified by World
War I, which demolished the Habsburg,
Romanov and Ottoman empires. Ukraine
is a shard of the first two, and a neighbor of
aremnant of the third.

The problems bequeathed by that war
were aggravated by a peacemaker, one of
Kerry’s precursors among American pro-
gressives eager to share with the world
their expertise at imposing rationality on
untidy societies. Unfortunately, Woodrow
Wilson’s earnestness about improving the
world was larger than his appreciation of
how the world’s complexities can cause im-
provers to make matters worse.

Wilson injected into diplomatic dis-
course the idea that “self-determination”
is a universal right and “an imperative

principle of action.” Several of his Four-
teen Points concerned self-determination.
But of what “self” was he speaking? Some-
times he spoke of the self-determination of
“nations,” at other times of “peoples,” as
though these are synonyms. Wilson’s sec-
retary of state, Robert Lansing, wondered
“what unit has he in mind” and warned
that “certain phrases” of Wilson’s “have
not been thought out.” But they resonated.
In the Atlantic Charter of 1941, Frank-
lin Roosevelt and Winston Churchill af-
firmed the rights of “peoples.” The U.N.
Charter endorses the self-determination of
“peoples.” Which became a third ingredi-
ent, ethnic self-determination. Wilson had
sown dragon’s teeth.

Lansing said the “undigested” word
“self-determination” is “loaded with dy-
namite. ... It will, I fear, cost thousands of
lives.” While Wilson was making phrases
in 1918, a German corporal recover-
ing from a gas attack was making plans.
And on Sept. 27, 1938, the corporal, then
Germany’s chancellor, said “the right of
self-determination, which had been pro-
claimed by President Wilson as the most
important basis of national life, was simply
denied to the Sudeten Germans” and must
be enforced. So Czechoslovakia was dis-
membered. Still, the war came.

Three months from the end of the war
in Europe, the architects of the impend-
ing victory — Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Churchill and Josef Stalin — met at a town
on the Crimean peninsula where Putin is
now tightening his grip. Conservatives
who should know better have often said
the Yalta Conference “gave” Eastern Eu-
rope to the Soviet Union. Actually, the Red
Army was in the process of acquiring it.
This process could no more have been re-
sisted militarily by Stalin’s allies, which
the United States and Britain then were,
than Putin’s aggression can be.

already weak Obama

“You may not be interested in war, but
war is interested in you,” supposedly
said Lev Bronstein, as Leon Trotsky was
known when he lived in the Bronx, before
he made the Red Army, the parent of the
forces Putin is wielding. Barack Obama,
who involved the United States in seven
months of war with Libya, perhaps because
the project was untainted by U.S. national
interest, is seeking diplomatic and espe-
cially economic leverage against Putin’s
ramshackle nation in order to advance the
enormous U.S. interest in depriving him of
Ukraine.

Unless Obama finds such leverage, his
precipitous slide into Jimmy Carter ter-
ritory will continue. As an expression of
disdain for a U.S. president, Putin’s sei-
zure of Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula is
symmetrical with Leonid Brezhnev’s inva-

sion of Afghanistan late in Carter’s presi-
dency. Large presidential failures cannot
be hermetically sealed; they permeate
a presidency. Putin’s contribution to the
miniaturization of Obama comes in the
context of Obama’s self-inflicted wound

— Ot e, which simult: ly shat-
tered belief in his competence and honesty,
and may linger as ruinously for Obama as
the Iranian hostage crisis did for Carter.
This may be condign punishment for
Obama’s foreign policy carelessness and
for his wishful thinking about Putin as a
“partner” and about a fiction (“the inter-
national y”) being
tial. It certainly is dangerous.

George F. Will is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.

Takeover of Crimea part of a larger Russian strategy

By STEPHEN J. HADLEY
AND DamoN WiLsoN

ladimir Putin has done this be-

fore. When he invaded Georgia

in August 2008, Western diplo-

macy and pressure denied him
his ultimate goal: marching to Tbilisi and
deposing Georgia’s democratically elected
government. But Putin seized two areas,
Abkhazia and South Ossetia, that Russian
troops occupy to this day.

The United States and its European al-
lies imposed diplomatic and considered
economic sanctions on Russia. The goal
was to convince Putin that the strategic
costs of his action outweighed the tactical
benefits and to deter him from similar ac-
tions. Those measures were reversed in
the “reset” of relations with Russia that
began in 2009. In retrospect, the measures
were inadequate and their reversal pre-
mature. Putin was not deterred. Crimea is
now in the hands of the Russian military,
and Putin is projecting military power into
the heart of Europe.

When the Cold War ended and the Soviet
empire dissolved, the United States and
its allies sought to build a Europe whole,
free and at peace — one with which Russia
would find its peaceful place. Europeans
increasingly, and rightly, took the lead.

Putin now appears to have had a differ-
ent agenda: to reconstruct what he could of
the former empire but on a Russian model
rather than Soviet. He has been cunning
and shrewd. His preferred tools of intimi-
dation and blackmail succeeded in keep-
ing Armenia and Belarus in Moscow’s
orbit. Where those tools were inadequate,

The territorial disputes Putin’s actions create give
Europeans pause in considering further integration of
those countries into the European Union, NATO and

other Western institutions.

he turned to force, moving incrementally
— first in Georgia, now in Ukraine — so as
not to destroy economic and diplomatic re-
lations with Europe or the United States.

The good news is that his strategy is
largely self-defeating. His occupation of
Abkhazia and South Ossetia ensured that
Georgia became even more determined to
withstand Russian domination and pursue
integration with Europe. His seizure of
Crimea is equally likely to alienate Ukrai-
nians in all parts of that country.

But there is a method to Putin’s moves.
The territorial disputes his actions create
give Europeans pause in considering fur-
ther integration of those countries into the
European Union, NATO and other West-
ern institutions. That leaves the door open
for further Russian pressure to join Putin’s
Eurasian Union and to accept increased
integration into the Russian sphere.

In the short run, the U.S. and European
objective will be to prevent further Russian
encroachment on Ukrainian territory and
to roll back the takeover of Crimea. That
would require Putin to engage Ukrainian
authorities, return his troops to the status
quo ante and let the Ukrainian people sort
out their governance of Crimea.

Even as they work to check Russia’s
move with condemnations and economic

sanctions, which must take effect immedi-
ately, the U.S. and Europe must also help
the interim government in Kiev survive
and lay the groundwork for a more demo-
cratic and less corrupt Ukraine. The im-
portant signal of support from Secretary
of State John Kerry’s visit to Kiev should
be backed up by significant economic and
military aid.

The United States and Europe also need
to develop a strategy for reassuring allies
in Central and Eastern Europe — for whom
Russia’s military incursion into Ukrainian
territory brought back nightmares of the
Soviet invasions of Hungary and Czecho-
slovakia — and for deterring Putin from
seeking again to extend Russia’s reach by
force. That strategy should begin with a
clear U.S. recommitment to NATO and to
Europe’s security. This could include de-
ploying and exercising NATO forces in Po-
land, the Baltic states and Romania in the
near term while halting the drawdown of
U.S. forces and facilities underway across
the continent. President Barack Obama
could meet NATO leaders in Brussels this
month to demonstrate this resolve and to
prepare a more meaningful NATO summit
planned for September.

Second, the United States and Europe
should demonstrate that Russia’s aggres-

sion has not undermined their commitment

0 a Europe whole and free. NATO could
invite Montenegro to join this fall, extend
a membership action plan to Georgia and
restate its commitment of the 2008 Bucha-
rest Communique to ultimate NATO mem-
bership for Ukraine. The European Union
could conclude association agreements, ad-
vancing integration with Georgia, Moldova
and Ukraine while also offering the pros-
pect of membership as its eastern partners
meet European standards.

Finally, Putin must feel the cost of his
aggression beyond what was done after his
invasion of Georgia. Condemnation by the
Group of Seven (G7) leaders is only a start.
The Obama administration could also re-
constitute the Group of Eight (G8) with-
out Russia, block Russia’s accession to the
Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development, ban allied military in-
dustrial cooperation or sales and use sanc-
tions under the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of
Law Accountability Act to freeze assets
and deny visas to Russian leaders and
businesses complicit in aggression. The
president should work with Congress to
demonstrate bipartisan support for these
measures. And he should threaten to deny
Russia access to the U.S. and EU banking
systems as the ultimate sanction.

If Putin concludes he can get away with
occupying Crimea, he won’t stop there.
Stephen J. Hadley was national security adviser
from 2005 to 2009 and is a member of the
executive committee of the Atlantic Council’s
board of directors. Damon Wilson was senior
director for European affairs at the National
Security Council from 2007 to 2009 and is execu-
tive vice president of the Atlantic Council. This
column first appeared in The Washington Post.
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Dish, Disney in deal to stream TV

By Ryan NAKASHIMA
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Dish Net-
work and Walt Disney Co. have
reached a landmark deal that
envisions the day when Dish will
offer a Netflix-like TV service to
people who'd rather stream TV
over the Internet than put a satel-
lite receiver on their roof.

The deal announced late Mon-

day paves the way for Dish to
offer live local broadcasts from
ABC TV stations and program-
ming from ABC Family, Disney
Channel, ESPN and ESPN2 over
mobile devices, set-top boxes and
other means, similar to how Net-
flix’s video streams are delivered
today.
No start date for such a service
was announced. It is likely that
Dish will have to cut similar deals
with other programmers to make
such a service attractive.

A Dish spokesman refused to
speculate on what the offering
would cost.

As part of the new rights deal,
Dish agreed to disable — for three
days after the initial broadcast
— a function on its Hopper digital
video recorders that allows people
to automatically record and strip
out commercials from prime-time
weeknight programming. But
that’s only for programs on ABC,
which is owned by Disney.

Dish CEO Joseph Clayton
said in a statement the deal was
“about predicting the future of
television.”

Anne Sweeney, co-chairman
of Disney Media Networks, said
in a statement that both Disney
CEO Bob Iger and Dish’s major-
ity shareholder, Charlie Ergen,
were directly involved in carving
out “one of the most complex and
comprehensive” deals ever.

“We planned for the evolution of
our industry,” she said.

With the deal, both sides are
dropping a legal battle between
them over the so-called AutoHop
function that had threatened to cut

into the revenue of media compa-
nies like Disney by stripping out
ads. Dish hasn’t made public how
many of its 14 million subscribers
use the Hopper.

Dish customers will also gain
access for the first time to Dis-
ney’s WatchESPN, Watch Disney,
Watch ABC Family and Watch
ABC apps, which allow for live
and on-demand program viewing
on mobile devices in or out of the
home.

Dish is also picking up a slew
of new channels including Disney
Junior, Fusion, ESPN Goal Line,
Longhorn Network and the up-
coming SEC ESPN Network when
it launches sometime this fall. It
also gains access to more on-de-
mand Disney programming.

The companies said they would
work together on new advertis-
ing models. Last month, Dish an-
nounced a technology partnership
with rival satellite TV company
DirecTV to launch a system that
helps target political ads to view-
ers based on where they live.

Dish and Disney said they are

looking at dynamically insert-
ing ads into programming based
on viewer data, developing new
ways of advertising on mobile de-
vices and measuring viewing for
longer than the current industry
standard that includes the live
broadcast plus three days of DVR
viewing.
The two sides have been quietly
negotiating a new deal since be-
fore the last one expired at the end
of September.
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WOUNDED VETS

DO CITY MAKES REINTEGRATION ITS MISSION

MasaLa Gavioro/The Denver Post

Tim Kenney places a shcker on the front window of hls busmess slgnfylng Toad’s Guide Shop’s parhclpallon in the Welcome Home Montrose business window sticker program.
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By DoNNA BRYSON W Special to Stars and Stripes

MONTROSE, Colo.

dward Joseph Lyons fought for America in World War I. His son fought in World War II.
“And I'm Edward Joseph Lyons, too, and I fought in Afghanistan,” said the youngest of
the fighting Lyons. He was 20 years old when he stepped on an IED trigger on Nov. 13,
2009, setting off a storm of shrapnel that severed an arm and sent a shard of metal through
his armor into his stomach.

Lyons didn’t eat solid food for
more than a year. Surgeons rear-
ranged his pancreas, and he jokes
that scars on his stomach outline
a six-pack he’ll never lose, no mat-
ter how out of shape he might be.
But his wounds ended his Marine
career, and Lyons thought his fu-
ture was over, too.

Until a small town in southern
Colorado offered him a chance to
serve again.

Lyons, who grew up in Iowa, is
one of four young people whose
military careers were ended by
battlefield injury or by illness
‘who came to Montrose, a town of
20,000 that bills itself as a “no-
barriers” place where wounded
veterans can thrive.

A grass-roots effort called Wel-
come Home Montrose has hit on
a key strategy for wounded vet-
erans: helping them understand
their lives can still have meaning
and a purpose.

It expands on the military con-
cept of service before self that the
young veterans from wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan don’t leave be-
hind when they are injured.

The project grew from an idea

that local businesswoman Mela-
nie Kline had while watching a
2011 Sunday morning TV show
about wounded warriors from
the current wars. The segment
featured Jared Bolhuis, a former
Marine who returned from Af-

matic brain
injury, and
Todd Love, a
former Ma-
rine who re-
turned from
Afghanistan
without  his
legs and one
of his arms.
“There’s
something
about watching that and seeing
Jared’s face and seeing Todd’s
face that just got me thinking
about how young these guys are,
and how many were going to be
coming home,” said Kline, who
has seen the TV segment count-
less times since November 2011
and said it still brings her to tears.
Kline, a silversmith, has shown
it to her neighbors, students, en-

Kline

trepreneurs, philanthropists, civil
servants and government officials
in an effort to galvanize the com-
munity. She also uses the video
of the segment to raise aware-
ness that while the fighting is far
away and the American military
engagement is winding down, the
wars have had and will continue
to have a profound effect on towns
such as Montrose.

The volunteer-run project has
many forms: discounts for vets
from businesses; a drop-in War-
rior Resource Center where vets
can get counseling and advice on
Jjobs, housing and education; a da-
tabase that helps volunteers link
vets to community resources; and
a fledgling internship program.

For Lyons, 23, the programs
at Montrose gave him something
other than the military to be pas-
sionate about.

“Stepping into a community
and seeing how welcoming the
community is and how willing
everyone was to help, it just made
it possible for me to come out of
the shell that I had been in since
my injury,” he said. “I honestly
believe that was the best form of

therapy I'd ever received.”

As she built Welcome Home
Montrose, Kline found that veter-
ans were among the first to step
up to help other veterans.

Often, though, Kline was met
with skepticism. Was she trying
to exploit those who had sacri-
ficed for their country?

“I ended up getting vetted by
a lot of vets,” Kline said with a
smile.

She passed the inspection of
Tim Kenney, a rancher, outdoors
guide and father of four who at
46 is an older veteran of Afghani-
stan. After the Wisconsin-born
Kenney returned from war to
Montrose, where he had settled
with his wife a decade ago, he
organized fishing and hunting
trips for his wounded buddies.
Now, he’s working with Welcome
Home Montrose on its outdoor
sports festival for disabled vets.

When Kenney found himself
struggling with PTSD, he said
Kline “hooked me up with a Viet-
nam vet who had some PTSD is-
sues,” he said. “Now, he and I are
talking.”

Tom Ziemann, a social worker

at the Warrior Resource Center in Montrose, Colo.
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at the Veterans Affairs hospital in
nearby Grand Junction, Colo., said
he had seen many grass-roots ini-
tiatives to help vets — projects that
help them find jobs or financial
assistance, or send them on vaca-
tions. He said he had never seen
anything quite like Kline’s vision.

“This particular project is
unique in that you have this com-
munity that is coming together
and saying, ‘Hey, come live with
us,”” he said. “I was skeptical at
first. But they’ve really come
through.”

Kline is the first to admit that
the programs are in their infancy.
“We’re definitely not ready to say,
“This is how you do it,’” she said.

But she calls Lyons and his
three comrades key to the proj-
ect — “lab rats” who have helped
her and others in Montrose learn
what wounded warriors need.

SEE MONTROSE ON PAGE 16
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Montrose:
Internship program
aims to give vets
hands-on training

FROM PAGE 15

Lyons joined the Marines
straight out of high school. The
IED ended the only career he’d
ever imagined, and he doubted his
infantry experience had prepared
him for a civilian job.

Then, he got a call from Jared
Bolhuis, a former Marine from
Michigan who returned from Af-
ghanistan with traumatic brain in-
jury. The two met while both were
hospitalized at the Walter Reed
National Military Medical Center
in Bethesda.

During his recovery, Bolhuis,
who has been a kayaker since he
was 5, joined Team River Runner,
which introduces wounded active-
duty and veteran servicemembers
to white-water kayaking and other

river sports.

Bolhuis was 24 when he was
medically retired from the
Marines.

“A 24-year-old with a pension,”
Bolhuis said, shaking his head.
“When they finally told me I was
done, it was the biggest kick in the
gut I’d ever had.”

Bolhuis caught Kline’s atten-
tion during that interview, when
he said Team River Runner “gave
me my life back.” It inspired her
to start Welcome Home Montrose
and rally her community to sup-
port those who served.

After reading about the new
program, the father of a wounded
Marine suggested Bolhuis call
Kline to learn more.

He remembers calling her, and
hersaying: “Youinspired us. Come
out and see what we’re doing.”

He came to Montrose in April
2012, to help Montrose set up a
city-county kayak park. In June,
he moved to the town after Kline
made him a co-executive director
of Welcome Home Montrose.

Management duties were a chal-
lenge for him — he has memory
loss and other symptoms of a brain
injury that he suffered after being
too close to two explosions while
riding in the gunner’s turret of a
tank. He learned to make jewelry
with Kline’s sons, but remains a
passionate and compelling spokes-
man for Welcome Home Montrose
and the river park project.

Dream jobhs

Bolhuis described his dream
job as one in which he could work
with vets. He believed that if he
found his dream job in Montrose,
others might too. His idea be-
came Dream Job, which brings
other wounded vets to Montrose
for unpaid, six-month internships
to help them recast their future.
Bolhuis reached out to his friends
to be the first interns.

Lyons, pressed by Bolhuis to
define his dream job, thought
back to his experience teaching
tactics to junior Marines. One of
10 siblings, he also thought he
might have a knack for working
with young people. And he re-
membered a favorite high school
history teacher that he never
thanked for his advice and guid-
ance. Now, maybe, he could pay it
forward by exploring a teaching

ManaLa Gavioro/The Denver Post

Judi Boyce, a former Navy Culinary Specialist, moved to Montrose,
Colo., for a six-month internship under the Dream Job Program, a
part of Welcome Home Montrose. Through the program, she has the
opportunity to intern at Montrose’s City Hall as an event planner.

career.

“If I couldn’t make a difference
for somebody fighting with a gun,
maybe I could do it in another
way, with a book,” he said.

School officials were among
the supporters of Welcome Home
Montrose. Lyons was paired with
Bill Hamm, a history teacher at
Olathe High School, in a nearby
town. Lyons said Hamm, a Colo-
rado National Guard member
who had done a tour in Iraq, was
the perfect mentor.

“After being injured, I was so
locked in a shell of not wanting
anything to do with anyone who
was not in the military, had not
been in combat,” Lyons said. He
was wary that civilians would be
thinking, “This guy’s gone to war;
we don’t know what he’s going to
do, what he’s capable of.”

Lyons said Hamm also remind-
ed him of that favorite high school

history teacher. Both “really love
history and understand it and
learned from it.”

For months, Lyons was an ob-
server in Hamm’s class of 15- and
16-year-olds. Then, Hamm gave
Lyons a chance to stand in front
of the class, to teach a unit on Iwo
Jima.

Lyons admits that he overpre-
pared for his hourlong class. He
consulted Department of Defense
archives, watched documenta-
ries and interviewed Iwo Jima
survivors he met in Montrose.
He brought maps and medals to
class, and his own Purple Heart
citation.

He wanted the students to find
purpose in history.

“It’s not just killing people be-
cause they made us angry,” he
said. “It was actually for a bigger
reason, for freedom and liberty,
to stop tyranny. If it goes unap-

Donna Bryson/Special to Stars and Stripes

Jared Bolhuis, a former Marine with traumatic brain injury, joined Team River Runner and went to Montrose, Colo., to set up a kayak park. He
i ive director for Home Montrose.

‘I was in a whirlwind of a mess when | first got
here. | wasn’t ready to accept that | was out of
the miilitary. | learned that things can change. ”?

Edward Joseph Lyons
wounded veteran in Montrose, Colo.

preciated, it won’t be long before
we don’t have freedoms.”

Lyons’ commitment to history
grew in Montrose. But as his six
months drew to a close last year,
he was uncertain that working
with young people was for him.
He needed more time to decide,
and Welcome Home Montrose
decided to extend the internships.
Hamm was being deployed to Af-
ghanistan, so Lyons was paired
with another high school teacher.

Earlier this year, Lyons moved
to Fort Collins, Colo., to study po-
litical science at Colorado State
University.

He said he learned a lot about
himself in Montrose.

“I'was in a whirlwind of a mess
‘when I first got here,” he said. “I
wasn’t ready to accept that I was
out of the military.

“I learned that things can
change.”

Life in Montrose, he said,
“helped bring me into my own.”

No fear of failure

Judi Boyce, another friend
‘who Bolhuis made in the hospital
and persuaded to come to Mon-
trose, said the program gave her
a chance to think about herself in
new ways, “without being scared
of failure.”

“You’re a volunteer. They can’t
fire you,” she said. “It can help you
truly realize where your strengths
and weaknesses are.”

Boyce, a New Jersey native,
joined the Navy after graduating

from high school, in part to get
training to become a personal
chef.

She had other reasons to join.
Placed in foster care at 7 and ad-
opted at 14, she said she never re-
ally felt nurtured. Boyce said she
remembered filling out forms that
included a question about why she
had enlisted.

“I wrote, ‘To have a sense of
family.”

Two years after joining, she
suffered a stroke, the result of an
until-then undetected disorder
that had constricted arteries in
her brain. After two surgeries, she
had to relearn to walk. She retired
from the Navy at 24, with impaired
vision, memory loss and periodic
severe headaches. She is unable to
drive and has a service dog.

“I'm 24 and I have all these
things that I can’t do normally
anymore,” she said. “But it’s just
one of those things you have to
overcome.

“Wounded warriors all have
their injuries. But what happened
to them isn’t who they are.”

Boyce hadn’t thought much
about her future as she ended her
Navy career. When Bolhuis asked,
she quickly thought about event
planning.

Her memory problems make
it hard for her to keep track of a
recipe, particularly in a high-
pressure professional kitchen. But
she thought she could bring some
of her cooking experience to plan-
ning events and parties.

SEE MONTROSE ON PAGE 17
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Donna Bryson/Special to Stars and Stripes

Joshua Heck came to Montrose, Colo., after spending more than three years in military hospitals. The former Marine, who had a stroke soon after he completed basic training,

did his Dream Job internship on an organic farm and now works there.

Montrose: Program'’s founder looking ahead to new group of intern recruits

FROM PAGE 16

Her first stop in Montrose was
living and working at an assisted
living facility. Boyce found the
setting too much like the hospi-
tals where she’d spent years, and
found living with patients with
memory problems only made her
more sensitive about her own. She
started working at city hall, a bet-
ter fit, where she helped organize
staff picnics, children’s parties
and a dodge ball tournament as a
fundraiser for foster children.

Boyce didn’t stay in Montrose
beyond her six months. Soon after
arriving, her boyfriend, a fellow
archer she met at a sports tour-
nament for wounded warriors,
asked her to marry him. In her
last weeks in Montrose, the main
event she was planning was her
wedding. Boyce moved to her fian-
ce’s home in Wisconsin and keeps
in touch with the project through
Facebook.

“I'm taking away the ability to
help other wounded warriors,” she
said before she left.

‘Manic motivation’

Joshua Heck, 25, the fourth
veteran recruited to come to Wel-
come Home Montrose, smiles
now at the skepticism he had
when Bolhuis called and asked,
“What would you do if I told you
I wanted to move you to Colorado
in six months and set you up in

whatever dream job you want?”

“I was [a] smartass,” recalled
the former Marine, who also be-
came friends with Bolhuis in the
hospital.

“I said, ‘Sure, you let me know
when you have that all set up.’ I
ate my words, obviously. And still
am, every day.”

By the time Bolhuis presented
him with the dream job possibil-
ity, Heck had been released after
3Y2years in military hospitals. He
had suffered a stroke soon after
finishing Marine basic training.
Doctors don’t know why someone
so young had suffered a stroke,
which was followed by grand mal
seizures. Among the lingering
effects for Heck, now retired, is
memory loss.

Heck had tried college before
the Marines. He left graphic de-
sign studies to join the military
in hopes that would give him pur-
pose. After the stroke narrowed
his options, he’d decided his wish
was to live independently and be
in charge of his own time. Farm-
ing or gardening made sense.

“You can’t eat money,” he said.
“And it (money) doesn’t make up
for lost time with friends.”
Bolhuis sent him a list of or-
ganic farms in the Montrose
area. Heck settled on a vegetable
operation that sells its wares at
local markets and encourages
sharing produce and ideas with
other small farmers. His intern-
ship turned into a full-time job.
Heckhasmarried since coming
to Montrose. His wife, a graphic

develop as a human being unless
you're treated as one.”

What’s next

Kline said the four first interns
stressed to her that Montrose was
a safe place for them to re-enter
civilian life. She wants to recreate
that for the next crop, and do bet-
ter. She knows now, for example,
that the interns should be check-
ing in regularly with a mental
health pr i Montrose,

designer he met in Pennsyl
after his stroke, has joined him,
finding work in a local gallery.
Heck wants to build a house and
grow mushrooms to sell at mar-
kets and to local chefs.

Farming can be a mission, a
channel for what Heck describes
as a “fierce, almost manic moti-
vation that never goes away for a
lot of servicemen. With a garden,
trying to produce food all year
long, you’re never done.”

“Healing is painful,” Heck
said. “You can’t heal in a con-
crete building with windows with
chicken wire in them. You can’t

like small towns across America,
lacks mental health services, and
the nearest VA medical center is
an hour’s drive away.

“When we first started, we were
pretty naive,” she said. “We were
enthusiastic, but we were naive.
We’ve learned a lot about the ser-
vices that we need here.”

She’s also learned a lot about her
community’s willingness to help. In
2013, 225 individuals and compa-
nies made donations to the project,
and 33 businesses were offering
discounts to vets under a Welcome
Home Montrose program.

‘Healing is painful. You can’t heal in a concrete building with windows
with chicken wire in them. You can’t develop as a human being unless

you're treated as one.”

Joshua Heck
former Marine in Montrose, Colo.

More than 500 vets were reg-
istered at the drop-in center last
year. They participated in PTSD
and other support groups and tai
chi classes, sat down with coun-
selors who hold regular hours at
the center, checked out all-terrain
wheel chairs to go hunting or fish-
ing, took advantage of a job board
and resume file that connect local
businesses with potential employ-
ees, or just gathered once a week
for coffee and homemade pastries
donated by townspeople. A weekly
coffee for military spouses was
launched last year, and 70 spouses
signed up.

Last year, Montrose put on an
outdoor sports festival for 20 med-
ically retired vets. More than 210
people and more than 100 busi-
ness, service groups and churches
volunteered to help. Montrose of-
fered so many activities, from tai
chi at sunrise to drum circles in
the evening, that the vets couldn’t
get to them all.

“It was mind-boggling to man-
age, but it was so amazing to see
the community coming together
for the veterans,” Kline said.

Another outdoor festival is
scheduled this summer. Also this
year, Kline will erect a memo-
rial wall at the center and finalize
plans for recruiting and hosting a
second group of interns.

“Everybody wants to do some-
thing,” she said of the community.
“You just have to give them some-
thing to do.”
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Book’s sales jump after Oscar win

“12 Years a Slave” is getting a
post-Oscar bump — for the book
on which the film was based.

The 19th-century memoir by
ex-slave Solomon Northup jumped
from No. 326 on Amazon.com
before Sunday night's Academy
Awards ceremony to No. 16 on
Tuesday morning.

The film was directed by Steve
McQueen and stars Chiwetel
Ejiofor. It was among last year’s
most highly praised releases and
won the Academy Award for best
picture. It was the first film di-
rected by a black person to win
best picture.

From The Associated Press

Jay Z’s Roc Nation will now
manage Kanye West, left, the
management company and West’s
label announced Monday.

Roc Nation will work along-

side West’s production house,
DONDA, on managing the
superstar rapper’s music en-

W% deavors. Izvor Zivkovic will

Beck to the future

After long stretch of inactivity, musician to drop 2 albums in 2014

pessimistic view can take hold and be a means of sur-
vival,” Hansen said. “And I'm sure anybody encounters
those forks in the road where you can go one way or the
other, and believe me life is nudging you toward the
other direction. It can again and again nudge you to-
ward a darker view of things, and this record in some
sense was grappling with that and taking
a long hard look at everything and try-
ing to find something redemptive.”
He’s been left with a newfound sense
of patience, he says, and the simple act of
putting out an album brings him great joy.
“Morning Phase” really began in 2008 when
Beck came to Nashville to record country-fla-
vored songs that he ended up shelving because he
didn’t feel the tone was correct at the time. He expe-
rienced a delay in his plans for a return to the studio,
so he reformed the band he leaned on during his most
creative period and attacked those Nashville songs from
a different angle.
The result sounds very much in mood and color like
“Sea Change,” the album that revealed Beck’s
ability to filter deep emotion after playing
the sly trickster for much of his early
career.
“Even if I don’t see them for a
number of years, when we get
together it’s the same,” Han-
sen said of the band, which
includes guitarist Smokey
Hormel and drummer Joey
Waronker. “There’s part of us
that’s worn and grown to fit
together, you know, it’s part
of how we play music. So it
was really interesting put-
ting that puzzle back to-
gether, how well it fit.”

By Curis TALBOTT
The Associated Press

eck Hansen really doesn’t believe a musi-
cian has the right to complain. It’s some-
thing of an occupational requirement.
“Nobody wants to hear it,” he
says. “That’s not what we’re here for.
We're here to play music and have a
good time.”

So it might come as a surprise to
many fans that Hansen suffered a spi-
nal injury that kept him from making music
in the usual ways for a significant portion of the
past decade. He doesn’t talk about it a lot and i\
certainly doesn’t want to dwell. He found other ¥
ways to create as a producer and songwriter during
this period, but he will admit he feels a great sense
of release now that he has finished “Morning Phase,”
just the second album he’s completed and released in
the past 10 years.

“I was just waiting until I felt like I was able to do
what I used to do,” the 43-year-old Hansen said.
“There’s not anything particularly unique
about it, but it’s something that I did
learn from. It was a difficult experi-
ence, but in any kind of difficulty
there are positives. And I think
that’s particularly what the re-
cord is about: How to come out
of some sort of travail and dif-
ficulty and find some sense of
light again and life continuing.
Once you've seen some things
that are darker and you know
that darkness is there, how do
you embrace the other side of
life?”

Beck’s embracing it with a pe-
riod of great creativity and will
soon return to the studio to re-
cord a second album he plans to
release later this year. At times
while injured he was unable to
hold conventional instruments,
turning to substitutes, like a
hand-held keyboard to write and
record. He’s returned to live per-
formance over the past few years
and feels he’s been transformed by
the experience in ways he struggles
to explain — as much metaphysical
as physical.

“There’s a point where a kind of

A spinal injury

kept Beck from
making music by his
usual means for a
significant portion

of the past decade.
He’s making up for
lost time: “Morning
Phase” was released
on Feb. 25, and he’s
preparing to record a
second album slated
for release this year.

Courtesy of Nasty Little Mau/“

Jay Z’s Roc Nation to manage Kanye

continue to manage West as well.

Roc Nation manages Rihanna,
Shakira, Timbaland and other
acts.

West burst on the music scene
as a producer on Jay Z’s albums,
and the two eventually collaborat-
ed on various songs and albums.

From The Associated Press

Viewership
for Oscars
is biggest
in 10 years

Los Angeles Times

Sunday night’s Oscars
ceremony, hosted by Ellen
DeGeneres, got its biggest
TV audience in 10 years.

The 86th  Academy
Awards, on ABC, drew 43
million viewers on average,
according to Nielsen, up
about 6 percent from last
year’s show, hosted by Seth
MacFarlane (40.4 million).

The Oscars viewership
record was set in 1998,
when the gala drew S55.3
million people. That was
the year the blockbuster
“Titanic” won 11 Oscars,
including best picture.

This marks the third year
in a row the show’s total au-
dience has grown.

The broadcast was vir-
tually flat with last year
among advertiser-desired
18-t0-49-year-olds.

The 3-hour, 1l-minute
telecast notched a rating
of 12.9 in the 18-49 demo-
graphic, in which a ratings
point equals about 1.3 mil-
lion viewers. Last year’s
show nabbed a rating of 13.

“Gravity” led the night
with seven awards, includ-
ing best director for Al-
fonso Cuaron, and “Dallas
Buyers Club” scored three,
including best supporting
actor for Jared Leto and
best actor for Matthew Mc-
Conaughey. “12 Years a
Slave” won best picture.

DeGeneres’ performance
featured a much tweeted-
about selfie taken with a
cluster of stars, and at one
point she brought in pizza
for audience members. The
comedian last hosted in
2007.

According to Nielsen’s
Social Guide, the telecast
drew 11.2 million tweets
from 2.8 million users of
the social media site.

The Associated Press

", \
I\, .

Chelsea Handler

Comedian Chelsea Handler
drew accusations of racism after
she was invited to take over The
Huffington Post’s Twitter account
during Sunday night’s Academy
Awards and repeatedly touted her
upcoming book, “Uganda Be Kid-

ding Me,” whenever “12 Years a
Slave” received an Oscar.

In one, she tweeted, “Congratu-
lations #12yearsaslave Go to Af-
rica or buy #ugandabekiddingme
http://amzn.to/1delka9 #ahead-
ofthecurve #Oscars.”

People responded via Twitter

with words like “disgraceful,”
“offensive” and “racist.”
Huffington Post senior execu-
tive director Perri Dorset said the
site was upfront about the Twitter
takeover and has invited celebri-
ties to do so in the past, adding,
“the views are theirs not ours.”

Handler’s Oscar tweets draw accusations of racism

Handler also took a swipe at
Kenyan supporting actress win-
ner Lupita Nyong'o, tweeting,
“#AngelinaJolie just filed adop-
tion papers #lupitanyongo #Os-
cars — @chelseahandler.”

Handler’s publicist did not re-
turn messages seeking comment.
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Pearls Before Swine Dilbert

Dooneshury Get Fuzzy Candorville Non Sequitur

Fort Knox

FOR A GYMNAST, THAT'S
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LOOK BUSY LIKE THE

Dilbert.com
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IT WAS AN ACCIDENT! |
WAB TRYING TO SEND IT
PRIVATELY TO A DOCTOR.
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ME MEITHER! NOW THE
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STAR TREK
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ACTION
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

WHY DIDN'T YoU TELL
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WERKNG FOR YO 7
1% BEEN ASKING YOU
WHERE HE WAS FOR
THO DAYS'

1 PID Neev o
KNOW THAT
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HEY DOONESBURY! WHAT DO
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Ve, RIGHT,
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1 2 3 4 5 |6
7 8 9
10 1 12
13 14
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27 31
33
36 37
38 39
40 41
ACROSS DOWN 19 Skedaddled
1 Bear hair 1 Some office 20 9’%““5
4 Ashy printouts villain
7 July 4,1776, 2 Miners’ sch. 21 Actor Orlando
eg 3 Lucille Ball 22 Really, really
8 Impel trademark likes )
10 Put in a carton 4 "The Bonfire 23 Catherine
11 Tertoni of the Vanities” — -Jones
ingredient writer 24 Continually
13 “Old Folks at 5 Knight-clothes? winning
Home” penner 6 Sgt. and Cpl. 25 “Bow-wow”
16 DDE opponent 7 Be too fond 26 Copy, for short
17 Rags-to-riches 8 Vampire's 28 Go by bike
writer features 29 “Goodnight”
18 —Tin Tin 9 Main course girl
19 Edges 10 Merit badge org. 30 Viewpoint
20 Second letter 12 God 31 Remain
21 Fairy tale family 14 Shade 32 IRSID
23 Deschanel providers 34 21-Across, e.g.

of “New Girl”

25 Chester —
Arthur

26 Clinton Cabinet
member

27 Decay

28 Michelangelo
masterpiece

15 Genetic matter

35 Great Lake

Answer to Previous Puzzle

BEERE

MOM, YOU CAN'T LET
PAP KiLL THE GOPHER!

YOU KNOW HOW
YOUR FATHERIS....

\

HE GETS ALL WORKEV UP
ABOUT SOMETHING ANP
THEN LETS IT GO.

YOU'RE RIGHT, MOM. ..
THERE'S NO NEEP TO
FREAK OUT.
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33 Guardians
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36 “Castle” concern ™ E L
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keyboard ... ! o
38 ... and another C|H[I'[N W|A|R|D
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40 Flamenco cheer A[L|A[R S{l|L|L
41 CSA VIP D|E[N|Y T|A|L|L
3-5 CRYPTOQUIP
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: DURING A VISIT TO
SOUTHEAST ASIA, MY HANDS GOT VERY DRY,
SO I APPLIED SOME LAOTIAN LOTION.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: J equals L
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Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.
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College baseball

Baseball America Top 25

DURHAM, — The top 25 teams in
the Basaball America poll with records
through March 2 and previous ranking
(ugting by the staif of Baseball Amer-

Record Pv:
9-;

Flonda State 8-
. South Ca 10-
. Cal State Fu\lerton

Carolina State
Loulslana Lafay 1
. Vandert
: Louiaiang State
Texas

CalPoly
. Mississippi State 1
UCLA

. Oregon
Clemson

Indlana

Loulsv\lle
. Sam Houston State 1
. North Carolina
Texas Christian
Kentuc
. Fresno State
5. Mississippi 1
Colleglate Baseball poll
— The Collegiate Base-
March 2.

N, Ariz.
ball pou With racords Throug X
Votirtg is done by coaches, Bports writ:

I I

zzz.

1

ers and sports information directors
. South Carolina -0 495
. Florida -1 491
. cal. St. Fullerton -3 489 1
. Louisiana -2 487
. Virginia -2 484
: Vanderbilt 10-2 481
N.C. State -2 479
. Oregon St. -3 477
. Oregon -3 475
10. Louisville -3 472
11. La-Lafayette 102 470
12. Oklahoma St. 10-2 467
13. Cal. Poly 2 465
13 Nississiopi st 10-4 462
15: North Carolina -3 450
16, -4 455
17.Texas 453
18 Wstiesippi 111 451
19. Tennessee 100 450
20. -5 447
21 Flalnternatlonal 111 444
22! Seton Hali 441
2 .Kentu_cky 2 439
24. 5an Diego 1437
25. Fresno St. -2 434
26. Kansas 11-1 432
27. Arkansas 2 430
28! Texas Christian 4 428
29. Rice 5 426
30. Clemson -4 423

Monday’s scores

SOUTH

Charleston Southern 12, Holy Cross 7

Culver-Stockton at Freed-Hardeman,
ccd., weather

Viary 11, Post (Conn.) 4

Mid-Continent at Gumberland (Tenn.),
ccd., weather

|edmom "at Randolph-Macon, ppd.,

hlel 5, Ohio Northern 2
Wake Forest at charlone, ppd., rain

california 5, anlor 3

College hockey

NCAA Division I poll

MINNEAPOLIS — The top 20 teams in
the NCAR Division | men'’s ‘ice hockey

poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey
omme, with frstpiace votes in paren;
records March 2 and

e rous ahg:
Record Pts Pvs
1. Minnesota (37) 23-4-5 987 2
Z Boston College 1) 2354 981 1
3 Unign (%) () 2264 912 3
2.t Cloud State 1985 806 5
5. Wisconsin 1992 78 6
6. Quinnipiac 2286 709 8
7. Perris State 2393 693 4
8. Mass.-Lowell 2194 680 7
9. North Dakota 19-10-3 608 10
10. Providence 19-9-6 559 12
11. Notre Dame 0-122 446 14
12 Michigan 16104 426 13
13. Cornell 585 357 11
14. Northeastern 18-12-4 374 9
15" Vermont 15153 288 17
6. Yale 595 242 15
17,anesma state 21930 398 13
18 Colgate 7-12-5 227 16
19 Minnesota-Duluth 15134 72 NE

72 NI

20 Maine 15-13-4 28 18
hers recelvlng votes: Denver 27,
Clankoon 17 Shio State 17, New Hamp-
shire 16, Force 10, Mercyhurst 8,
Western| "Michigan 8, Nebraska-Omana 6,

College basketball

AP Men’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated
Prasss coess baskotball Boll, wit fret
place votes in parentheses, records
through March 2, total points based on
25 points for a first-place vote through
one point for a 25th-place vote and last
week’s ranking

Record _Pts Prv
1. Florida (46) -2 1,606 1
2. Wichita St. (14) -0 1,555 2
3. Arizona (5) -2 1514 3
4. Duke -6 1,364 6
5. -5 1,304 12
& Villanova -3 1,292 8
7. Syracuse -3 1,240 4
8. Kansas -7 1,200 5
9. Wisconsin -5 1,075 14
10. San Diego St. -3 995 13
11. Louisville 5 959
12.M\chlgan 1-7 899 16
13.Crei 35 892
14.Northcarolma 27 755 19
15.Cmc|nnat| 45 737 11
16. 10 6 613 1
17 Saint Louis -4 539 10
18. SMU -6 427 23
19. UConn 6 423 —
20. Memphis -7 364 21
21. New Mexico -5 338 25
22. Michigan St. -7 322 18
23. Oklahoma 1-8 183 —
24. lowa 09 94 20
25. Kemucky 1-8 92 17

g votes: Texas

VCD B Bl ae Ganzagn 38, Staghe

KiStin 38 Kaneas ob 19, Saint Joabph'e

15, 0hio St 17, Green Bay 13, Harvard 7.

Arizona St.’5, UMass 5, Colorado 2, Pitts”

burgh 2, Xavier 2, NC Céntral 1, Oklanoma
. 1, Southern Mis:

USA Today Men’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in the Today
men’s college basketball poll, Wllh first-
place votes in Darentheses. records
through March 2, points based on 25
points for a first-place vote through one
point for a 25th-place vote and previous
ranking:

Record Pts Pvs

1. Florida (25, -2 793 1
2.W \cmta state (] -0 769 2
3. Arizol -2 741 3
4. Duk -6 672 7
5. -5 656 11
6. -3 647 9
7. -3 563 5
8. -7 559 6
9. Louisville 4-5 548 4
10. San Diego State 53 511 13
11. Wisconsin 4-5 489 14
12. Michigan 1-7 455 16
13. Creighton 5 411 10
14. North Carolina -7 352 21
15. Cincinnati -5 351 12
16. Saint Louis -4 293 8
17. lowa State -6 277 17
18. -6 185 24
19. UConn 6 170 —
20. Memphis -7 160 22
21. New Mexic 5 146 —
22. Michigan State -7 143 18
23. Oklahoma -8 123 25
24. Kentucky -8 106 15
25. lowa -9 86 19
Others votes: Texas 50,

Kansas State 40, Ohio State 21, UCLA 20,

CU 19, Gonzaga 10, Stephen F. Austin
9, Pittsburgh 7, Southern Miss. 6, Okla-
homa State 4, UMass 4, Saint Joseph's 3,
Harvard 1

Monday’s men’s scores

EAST
NC State 74, Plttsburgh 67
Seton Hall 71, Xavier 6

Ark.-Pine Bluff 66, Jackson St.59
Si ard 69

C
NC Central 64, Savannah St. 5
Norfolk St. 77, Md.-Eastern Shore 65

North Carolina 63, Notre Dame 61
OUTH
Alabama St. 90, Prairie View 87, OT
Oklahoma St. 77, Kansas St. 61
Texas Southern 79, Alabama A&M 58
Montana 53, Montana St. 50
TOURNAMENT

NSIC Tournaments

Concord\a(stP) Sioux Falls 66
. St.- Mankato 68, SW Minnesota

Colgate 57, N
CoiSyette 54, Loyola (M) 71

Fight schedule

March 8

At MGM Grand, Las Vegas, Canelo Al-
varez vs. Alfredo Angulo, 12, super wel-
terweights; Leo Santa Cruz vs. Cristian
Mijares, 12, for Santa Cruz's WBC super
bantamweight title; Carlos Molina vs.
Jermall Charlo, 12, for Molina’s IBF junior
middleweignt tiié; Jorge Llnares vs. Ni-
hito Arakawa, 10, hght

At Coliseo Ruben Rodriguez, Bay-
amon, Puerto Rico, Danny Garcia vs.
Mauricio Herrera, 12, for Garcia’s WBA

AP Women’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated
Press’ women's college basketball poll,
with first-place votes in parentheses,
records _through March 2, total points
based on 25 points for a first-place vote
through one point for a 25th-place vote
and last week’s rankin

Record Pts Prv
uconn (36) 0-0 900 1
. Notre Dame 9-0 864 2
. Louisville -2 816 3
. Stanford 72 802 5
. South Carolina -3 718 4
. Tennessee -5 679 10
. West Virginia -3 668 11
. Marylan 658 9
. Baylor -4 650 6
10. Duke -5 562 7
11. Penn st. 6 510 8
12. Kentucky -7 489 12
13. North Carolina 481 14
14.NC State 6 409 13
15. Texas A&M -7 396 17
16. Nebraska -6 352 16
17. Purdue 343 19
18. Oklahoma St. 6 299 15
19. Michigan St. 8 242 21
20. California -8 190 18
21’ Gonzaga -4 186 22
22 Middle Tennessee 142 23
z 7 102 25
: Rtge -7 49 24
Fragi g 6 4l

a =

Others receiving votes: Arizona St.
36, Chattanooga 31, Bowling Green 30,
Oregon St. 30, BYU 7, Syracuse 5, LSU 4,
Vanderbilt 4, UTEP. 2‘ Dayton 1, James
Madison 1, St. John's

USA Today Women’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in the USA Today
women’s college_basketball poll, witl
first-place votes in parentheses, records
through Feb. 24, points based on 25
points for a first-place vote through one
point for a 25th-place vote and previous

ing:

Record Pts Pvs
. UConn (31) 799
. Notre Dame (1) -0 769
. Louisville -2 722
.stanford -2 700
. Baylor -3 663
3 South carolina 663
. Maryland -5 577
 Duke -4 566
A'rennessee -5 550 10
10. West -3 500 14
19 Norih Cavohina -7 446 8
12. Penn State -6 392 11
13. 5 378 17
14. -5 368 1.
15. 360 1
16. -7 350 1
17. 284 1
18. 280 1
1 -7 222 2
2 -4 213 2
2 -5 133 2.
22 120 2:
2 . L -9 100 18
. loy ate -8 49 23
38 Midale: Tennessee a2 =
s Madi-

ers receiving vote: a
son 35, BYU 30, Michigan state 24, Ore-
gon State 13, Wichita State 13, DePaul 12,
Vanderbilt 7, St. John's 5, Texas 5, Geor-
gia 4, Rutgers 2, Bowling Green 1, Central
Michigan 1, Syracuse 1, Villanova 1

Monday’s women’s scores

EAST
Bryant 72, CCSUGs
Fairleigh Di 5, Sacred Heart 69
Robert Morris 71, Mount St Mary’s 65
th FI da 60, Rutgers 5.
NY) 66, LIU Brook\yn 50
st Francws(Pa) 101, Wagner 75
John's 63, Providence 42
Temple 66, Houston 54
TH

Abllene Christian 96, SE Louisiana 82
Coppin St. 82, Howard 70
Florida A&M 79, Morgan St. 61
Gramblmg St. 70, MVS
Jacksclr °% rk Plne Bluff 52
is
NC A&T 52 sC 5
Norfolk St. 61, Mas Easlem Shore 57
Savannah
Uconn 68, Louisville 4
IWEST
Northern St. (SD) 57, Minn. St. (Manka-
t0) 56

TCU 51, Kansas St. 46

SOUTH

St. 81, Prairie View 78
s Tech 32

ma St. 58
Texas Southern 81, Alabama AZM T2
Montana 72, Montana St. 65
TOURNAMENT

NSIC Tournament
Semifinals
Concordia (St.P) 78, Sioux Falls 66

{per World and WBC super lightweight
tll les; Deontay Wilder vs. M Ik S (t
heavaelghls Juan Mai
V2 paniel bors de Lgon, 16, Tor LoDezs
“llso International lightweight
i
At Sands Casino Resort, Bethlehe‘m,
av

junior

'mba vs. Denis Grachev, 10,
light heavywelghts: Ronald Criz vs. er-
mit Cintron, 10, we\te'l;v;;!

The House of Blues, Boston, Julian
lelwams vs. Freddy Hernandez, 10, mid-
dleweights.

Pro baseball

Spring training
AMERICAN I.EAGUEW

Pct
Seattle 833
Cleveland 800
Minnesota 800
Oaklan 800
Houston 750
Chicago 667
Detroit 667
New York 667
Tampa Bay 667
Kansas City 1600
Baltimore 500
Los Angeles 500
Toronto 500
Boston 250
Texas 1250
NATIONAL LEAGUE
§ W L Pct
Pittsburgh 1 .800
Washington 750
iami 1600
Arizona 1500
Cincinnati 500
Milwaukee 500
Los Angeles ‘400
San Francisco ‘400
Chicag: 250
New York 250
st. Louis 250
Colorado 200
g0 200
Phllade phia 67
1000

Rote: Split-squad games count in the
standings: games  against. non-major
feague toams o not.

onday’s games
Tampa Bay 6, Philadelphia 1
Y. Yankees 4, Washington 2
Minnesota (ss) 12, Toronto 2
Pittsburgh 7, Boston
Ninnesota (32) 9, Baltimore 2
N.Y. Mets 6, Atlan
Detror & St Louis s
ton 4, Miami 0
Cubs 4, Milwaukee 2
Seatiid (s5) 5, Colorado
Seattle (s5) 6, Cincinnati 5
land 6, Tex
5 Blage 7, Som Erancisc
B rage White Sox 3. Kansas ity 7
OGakiand 7, LA. Dodgers 3
DA: Angels 3, Anizona 3
Arizona’s, Colorado 0
uesday’s gams
Tampa Bay ve. Boston at Fort Myers,

Washington vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee,
a.
e Pittsburgh vs. Detroit at Lakeland,

Minnesota vs. Miami at Jupiter, Fla.
£iaHouston vs. N.Y. Mets at Port St. Lucie,

Chicago White Sox vs. Cleveland at
Goodi/ear. Ariz.
aukee vs. Oakland (ss) at Phoe-

nix
Cincinnati vs. Kansas City at Surprise,

riz.
Oaklﬂnd (ss) vs. Chicago Cubs at
Mesa, Ari;
Seattle vs. LA. Dodgers at Glendale,
Ariz.
Arizona vs. San Diego at Peoria, Ariz.
Texas vs. L.A. Angels at Tempe, Ariz.
a ‘San Francisco vs. Colorado at Scotts-
laie,
Toronto vs. Philadelphia at Clearwa-
ter, Fla.
e "Baltimore vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa,

Wednesday's
Detroit v, Houston at Kissimmee, Fla.
Pittsburgh vs. Toronto at Dunedin,

Fla.
°R.Y. Yankees vs. Tampa Bay at Port

Charlotte Fla.
N.Y. Méts (ss) vs. Washington at Viera,

®Atlanta vs. Philadelphia at Clearwa-
ter, Fla, X
Baltimore vs. Minnesota at Fort My-
ers,
Boston vs. St. Louis at Jupiter, Fla,
fiami vs. N.Y. Mets (ss) at Port St. Lu-
cie,
_A. Angels vs. San Francisco at Scott-
sdale, Ariz.
Colorado (ss) vs. Texas at Surprise,

Cieveland vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz.
Oakl nd vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix
DIeQO vs. Chicago White Sox at
G\er\da\e, riz
Colorado (ss) vs. Chicago Cubs at

Kansas City vs. Arizona at Scottsdale,
A. Dodgers vs. Cincinnati at Good-

L.
year, Ariz.
Thursday’s games
Y. Yankees vs. Philadelphia (ss) at
Cldgwater Fia
Tampa Bay vs. Baltimore at Sarasota,

f Pforonto vs. Pittsburgh at Bradenton,
a.
N.Y. Mets vs. Houston at Kissimmee,

- l:'hwlade\phla (s) vs. Detroit at Lake-
Boston vs, Miami at Jupiter, Fla.
Chicago Cubs vs. Cleveland at Good-

year, Ariz.

Teéxas vs. San Diego at Peoria, Ariz,
Seattle vs. Chicago White Sox (ss) at

Glendale, Ariz.

Cincinnati vs. San Francisco at Scott-

sdale, A
Chicago white Sox (s5) vs. Kansas

city at 2t Surprise, Ari

ers Vs, LA. Angels at Tempe,

Colorado vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix
and vs. Arizona at Scottsdale,

"Washington vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee,
a.

st Louis vs. Minnesota at Fort Myers,
a.

Monday’s transactions
BASEBALL
American League
TEXAS RANGERS — Claimed INF Andy
Parrino off waivers from Oakland. Placed
LHP Derek Ho\land on the 60-day DL.
lational League
CHICAGO CUBS — AQ eed to terms
with RHP Jake Arrieta, RHP Dallas Beeler,
RHP Alberto Cabrera, RHP Justin Grimm,
Blake Parker, RHP Neil Ramirez, RHP

INF Logan Watkins, OF Brett Jackson, OF
i Mot Saezur and OF Jos
Vitters on one- Jear contracts,
NEW YORK METS — Agreed to terms

¢ m, i
Josh Edgin, RHP Jeurys Familia, INF Wilm-
er Flores, RHP ‘Gonzalez Germen, RHP
Erik Goeddel, RHP Matt Harvey, OF Juan
h Lutz, LHP Steven Matz,
 OF Kir Nleuwenhuls.
OF Cesar Puello. & Anthony Recker, RHB
Ryan Reid, LHP Scott Rice, INF Josh Satin,
RHP Carlos Torres, INF Wilfredo Tovar,
RHP Jeff Walters and RHP Zack Wheeler
on one-year contracts.
SAN DIEGO PADRES — Agreed to terms
with RHP Jesse Hahn, RHP Casey Kelly,

bie Erlin, LHP Juan Oramas, LHP Pamck
Schuster LHP Alex Torre:
Grandai, C Rene Rivera, INF vonder
Alonso, INF Alexi Amarista, INF Jedd
Gyorko, INF Ryan Jackson INF Tommy
Medica, OF Yeison Asencio, OF Reymond
Fuentes and OF Rymer Liriano on one-
year contracts.

BASK|
National Baske&ball Association
HOUSTON ROCKETS — Recalled G Troy
Daniels from R\o Grande valley NBADL,

Nationai Football League
BUFFALO BILLS — Released LB Willie
Jefferson.
CLEVELAND BROWNS — Designated
€ Alex Mack as the transition player for

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Signed CB Brent
Grimes to a four-year confract.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Signed DI

Cedric Thornton to a one-year Contack

URGH STEELERS — Designated
LB 5 om Wor s 86 the ramsionmlayer
for 2014.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Agreed to terms
with S Bernard Pollard on a multiyear
contract.

WASHINGTON REDSKINS — Placed the
franchise tag on L8 Brian Ora

Natignal Hockey |.ea511
5o Suspended Washington D
try or o games for boarding
P e\phla 2y dan Sehenn durng 3
arch 2 game.

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS — Agreed to

terms with F Brandon Boilig on a three-
year contract extension through the end
$Fihe 2016:17 Season.

EBMONTON OILERS — Agreed to terms
with G Ben Scrivens on a two-year con-
tract extension.

FLORIDA PANTHERS — Announced the
resignation of president and CEO Mi-

chael Yormark.

MINNESOTA WILD — Signed RW Kurtis
Gabriel to a three-year entry-level con-

MoNTREAL CANADIENS —A&sslgned D
n

e 3
YORK ISLANDERS — Signed F Jus-

tin Johnson to a two-way contract for the
remamder of the 2013-14 season and as-

ned him to Bridgeport (AHL).

"TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Recalled
Anders Lindback from Syracuse (AHL).
Reassigned G Kristers Gudlevskis fo

Sy
HINGTON CAPITALS — Recalled D
Jack Hillen from;oershe y (AHL).

eague Socc

CHIVAS GLA~ SAiNed £ Brvan de la
Fuente Sianed MF Danel Fragoso,

AXV — Acquired  conditional
20te suueruraft pick from Chicago for D
Greg Cochran

NEW YORK RED BULLS — Announced
the resignation of general manager Je-
rome de Bon

National Women's Soccer League
LUE FC— Acquired a 2014 in-
ternational roster spot and a 2015 first-
round college draft pick from Boston for
F Lisa De Vann:

WASHINGTON SPIRIT — Acquired MF
Veronica Perez from Western New York
and a 2015 fourth-round pick for one in-
ternational roster spot for the 2014 and
2015 seasons.

AP sportlig|

rch 5
Cal | Helss wins the ladies
ntle at the Worid Figure Skating Champi-
hips in Vancouves

5° 1 Ernest Terrell wins the world
heavyweight title with a unanimous 15-
round_decision over Eddie Machen in
Chicago.”
ew York Yankee pitchers Fritz
Peterson and Mike Kekich announce that
they've swapped wives and children.
titie at the World e Skating Ehamp
Gnships held n Hartiord, Conn.
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NHL

Roundup

Chiasson delivers as Stars win

Dallas coach Ruff wins 600th against former team Buffalo
WITITF

The Associated Press

DALLAS — Alex Chiasson
needed a break, and he got one.
The result was a game-winning,
power-play goal.

Chiasson snapped a third-peri-
od tie and lifted the Dallas Stars
to a 3-2 victory on Monday night.

Stars coach Lindy Ruff earned
his 600th NHL win, and he got it
against his former team. Ruff’s
first 571 wins came with Buffalo.

“It means I'm on my way to 700,
hopefully,” Ruff said. “It means
that I've had a lot of good players
and good teams. Those wins be-
long to those players.”

Chiasson’s goal was his first
in 13 games, and he wasn’t the
only player who broke a scor-
ing drought. Alex Goligoski put
Dallas ahead briefly 2-1 with his
third goal this season after 48
games without one.

“He has looked refreshed and
energized,” Ruff said of Chias-
son. “He needed one to go in.”

Jordie Benn hadn’t scored until
he tied the game 1-1 in the second
period with his first goal in 12
games. He knew what a victory
would mean for Ruff.

“Obviously, it’s huge to get that
win for him,” he said. “He’s a very
decorated guy, a great guy and a
great coach.”

The Stars opened a two-point
lead over their closest pursuers
for eighth place in the Western
Conference. Dallas (29-22-10) has
68 points. Winnipeg and Vancou-
ver both have 66.

Tyler Ennis scored twice for
Buffalo, with Matt Moulson as-
sisting on both goals. The second
got the Sabres even at 3:23 of the
third.

Ray Whitney had two assists
for the Stars after moving during
the game on to a line with Jamie
Benn and Tyler Seguin, Dallas’
two leading scorers.

Chiasson, a rookie forward, was
frustrated because Sabres goalie
Jhonas Enroth stopped six of his
team-high seven shots on goal.

Then, at 10:25 of the third peri-
od, Chiasson skated in front of En-
roth and deflected Jamie Benn’s
slap shot from the blue line into
the net for the winning goal.

What Chiasson couldn’t do with
his stick, he accomplished with
his leg.

“Sometimes youre going to
need help from other people, but
we need Jamie,” he said. “Look
at the first goal, Jamie was right

-

LM Orero/AP

Dallas Stars goalie Kari Lehtonen, right, blocks a shot by Buffalo
Sabres center Cody Hodgson during the third period of Monday’s
game at American Airlines Center in Dallas. The Stars won 3-2.

LM Otero/AP

Dallas Stars coach Lindy Ruff
earned his 600th victory on
Monday over his former team,
the Buffalo Sabres. Ruff won

571 games with Buffalo over
the first 15 years of his NHL
coaching career.

there (screening Enroth). And
then on the last one, his shot hit
me in the shin guard.”

Enroth complained, but the
goal stood.

“Something happened there
you couldn’t really see on the re-
play,” the goalie said, “but the ref
told me it was (teammate Mike)
Weber that kind of got his stick in
my glove or whatever happened
there.”

Chiasson said that the Stars’ 19-
day Olympics break helped him.

“I went through a phase where

I couldn’t see the light out of the
tunnel,” he said. “It seems like
the break came at the right time.
I put some weight back on, and I
felt rested.”

Enroth made 36 saves and Dal-
las’ Kari Lehtonen had 21.

Wild 3, Flames 2: Jared
Spurgeon’s power-play goal in
the third period helped host Min-
nesota beat Calgary and notch its
season-high fifth straight win.

Kyle Brodziak and Zach Parise
also scored and rookie Darcy
Kuemper stopped 21 shots during
his 15th start in a row.

Blue Jackets 2, Maple Leafs
1: Defenseman Dalton Prout and
Artem Anisimov scored second-
period goals as visiting Columbus
held off Toronto.

Prout and Anisimov scored less
than three minutes apart for Co-
lumbus. Sergei Bobrovsky made
28 saves in the win. The Blue
Jackets completed a three-game
season sweep of Toronto.

Kings 2, Canadiens 1: Jeff
Carter scored his 250th career
NHL goal on a power play and
Jonathan Quick made 17 saves to
remain unbeaten since the Olym-
pic break as host Los Angeles beat
Montreal for its fifth straight win.

Jake Muzzin scored an early
goal for the Kings, who have won
four games in six days since the
break to solidify their playoff
position in the Pacific Division,
10 points ahead of fourth-place
Vancouver.

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division
GP W L OT Pts GF
Boston 8 5 81188137
lontreal 4 7 75160154
ampa Bay 4 5 73 177 156
oronto 2 8 72186193
etroit 8 12 68 159 165
ttawa 7 11 65 174199
lorida 3 7 53151197
Buffalo 8 8 44124183
Division
Pittsburgh 4 84192 149
Phl|adE|D|’Ha 6 174 180
3 162 157
vvashmgton 10 184 186
lumbus 5 180 170
lew Jersey 13 148 153
arolina 9 151 173
Y. Islanders 8 54 173215

Western Conference

Central D
153

st. Louis 0 14
Chicago 6 12 14 86 213 166
lorado 9 17 5 83 188 164
innesota 4 21 7 75 153150
allas 9 22 10 68 173 171
innipeg 0 26 6 66 174 178
ashville 5 10 62 150 185

X Pacific Division
Anaheim 45 91202150
San Jose 7 6 84 188 151
Los Angeles 2 6 76152134
Vancouver 5 10 66 150 166
Phoenix 3 11 65 169 180
Calgary 17 53141185
Edmonton 4 8 4 204
Two points for a win, one point

for overtime loss.
onday’s games
Columbus 2, Toronto 1
Dallas 3, Buffalo 2
Minnesota 3, Calgary 2
Los Angeles 2, Montreal 1
uesday’s games
Florida at Boston
Detroit at New Jersey
Dallas at Columbus
Colorado at Chicago
ampa Bay at St. Louis
Pittsburgh at Nashville
N.Y. Islanders at Winnipeg
Vancouver at Phoeni
Qttawa at Edmonton
Carolina at San Jose
day s games
Toronto at N.Y. Ran
Washington at Phlladelphla
Ottawa at Calgal
Montreal at Ananeim

Monday
Kings 2, Canadiens 1
Montreal 1.0 0-1
Los Angeles 11 0=2

First Period—1, Los Angeles, Muzzin 5
(Toffoli, wnnams) 1:54. 2, Monfreal, Sub-
ban 10 (Pac| esharnans). 4

econa peri Setss, Chrter
22 (Kcmtar, Martinez), 4: (pu)
. Gomoiontron 55816,
Los Angeles 5-8:9—22.
Power-play _opportunities—Montreal
Al

ies—Montreal, Budaj 8-5-2 (22
n saves) Los Angeles, Quick 19-

2wo

13 £y i
A-18, 1% (18,118). T—2:24.

Wild 3, Flames 2
Calgary 01 1-2
Minnesota 01 2-3
Second Period—1, Minnesota, Brodzi-
ak 5 (Cooke), 9:02. 2, Calgary, Cammalleri
3h Qrdomany, 3841,

Third Period—3, Minnesota, Spur-
geon 2 (Suter, Mi.Granlund), 5:49 (pp).
4, Minnes: e 21 (Pommvllle,
ViiGranlund), 14:42. &, Calgary, Glordan:

10 (Ma.Graniind, Colborne), 16:

Shois“on " GoatecAldary T-0-23.
Minnesota 9-12-6—27.

; Power-piay opportunities—Calgary 0

es—Calgary, Berra 9-17-2 (27
shots-24_saves). Minnesota, Kuemper
11- 3 3

(23-21).
A—18,543 (17,954). T—2:24.

Stars 3, Sabres 2
l 0 l—2

Bumlo
Dall

First Period—1, Buffalo, Ennis1s (Stafr
forg, Moulsen). 1

econd P Dallas, Jo.Benn 3
(Whithey, Seguin), frec 3, Ballas, ol
goski 3 (Horcoff, Garbutt;

Thid Beviod—a. “Bufialo. Ennis 16
(Moulson, McBain), 3:23. 5, Dallas, Chias-
son 10 (Ja.Benn, Whltney) 10:25 (pp)..

n Goal—Buffalo's-9-9—23. Dal-

I’IaY oppnﬂnnltles Buffalo 0
of1 Dallas 101 6.
oalies—Buffalo, Enroth 3-13-5 (3!
shots -36 saves). Dallas, Lehtonen 24-16-
10 (23-21;
A—14,235 (18,532). T=2:27.

Blue Jackets 2, Maple Leafs 1
Columbus
'lomnto
ond Period—1, Columbus, Prout 1
(MacKenlle. Calvert). 9:44. 2, Columbus,
Am 16 N kltln Foligno), 12:38.
Toronto. Raymond 17

(Lapir R,
Shots on Boal Columbus 8-12-13—33.
Toronto 12-5-12-25,
er-play opportunities—Columbus
00f 1; Toront 0072
Goalies—Columbus, Bobrovsky 22-15-
3 (29 shots-28 saves). Toronto, Reimer
10-7-1 (33-31).
A—19,577 (18,819). T—2:26.

Leaders
Scoring
Through March 3
GP G APTS
Sidney Crosby, Pit 60 29 51 80
Phil Kessel, Tor 63 33 36 69
Ryan Getzlaf, Anh 58 29 39 68
John Tavares, NYI 59 24 42 66
Alex Ovechkin, Was 58 43 22 65
Patrick Kane, Chi 61 27 37 64
Corey perry, Anh 3231 63
Kyle Okposo, NY| 62 25 36 61
Claude Giroux, Phi 62 21

Goaltending
GM~ SV GA GAA
Josh Harding, Min 29 690 46 1.65
Cory Schneider, NJ 34 541 65 1.92
Ben Scrivens, Edm 47 2.02
Ben Bishop, TB 47 1332 91 2.05
Jonathan Qulck LA 35 832 70 2.05
Brlan Elliott, Stl 25 565 47 2.08

Reep Saxon/AP

Montreal Canadiens left winger Travis Moen, center, battles with Los
Angeles Kings defenseman Slava Yoynov, left, and goalie Jonathan
Quick during the final minutes of the third period in Monday’s game
at Staples Center in Los Angeles. The Kings won, 2-1.

NYPD Detective Kat Donovan is consumed
that challe

her

by an i

Seelings about everyone she ever loved—even

her father, whose long-ago murder has

never been fully explained. With lives on

the line, Kat must venture deeper into
darkness than ever before.

WIN YOUR SIGNED COPY!

Stripes Book Club and Dutton, a member of Penguin Group (USA) Inc.,
are proud to offer you a chance to win one of 10 signed copies of
Harlan Coben’s MISSING YOU.

Go to stripesrewards.com/bookclub to enter and win.

DUTTON
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Tiger’s road to A

By Douc FERGUSON
The Associated Press

PALM BEACH GARDENS,
Fla. — The last time Tiger Woods
quit in the middle of a round be-
cause of an injury, he won his
next tournament. And then he fol-
lowed that with his highest score
ever in the Masters, the ultimate
measure of Woods these days.

Now what?

Making predictions about the
world’s No. 1 player is like gaug-
ing the wind at Amen Corner.
You’re bound to get it wrong for
three reasons:

W Only an athlete knows how
badly he is hurt.

m Golf is too unpredictable
under the best of times.

m He’s Tiger Woods.

Television analyst Johnny Mill-
er got it right at the start of the
year when he was talking about
which players might have big
years. He stopped short of nam-
ing a list of players because of
reason No. 2. And then he added
this nugget:

“It was pretty easy to predict
Tiger there for a while,” Miller
said.

These days, about all anyone
can safely predict about Woods
is that he’ll wear a red shirt on
Sunday.

Assuming he makes
Sunday.

In two starts on the PGA Tour
this year, Woods is measured by
letters instead of numbers. He had
an “MDF” at Torrey Pines, which
is the tour’s acronym for players
who miss the 54-hole cut. And he
had a “WD” at the Honda Classic
when he withdrew after 13 holes
in the final round on Sunday.

The question now is how long
he will be MIA.

The leaders were finishing up
the front nine when attention shift-
ed from the golf course to the PGA
National parking lot that suddenly
was swarming with police. About
two dozen reporters and photog-
raphers were waiting for Woods.
He finally showed up in a white
passenger van, changed out of his
shoes and then was driven off in a
black Mercedes-Benz to his home
just north on Jupiter Island.

Just like last time — just like
always — only Woods knows the
amount of the pain and the de-
gree of the injury.

He said through spokes-
man Glenn Greenspan that he
felt “lower back problems with
spasms” as he was warming up
Sunday morning. On the third
hole, he hit a tee shot so far to the
right that it wound up in a water
hazard to the left of the sixth
green. And when he played the
sixth hole, he pulled his tee shot
into the water. Six holes into the
final round, Woods already was 5
over for the day and 12 shots out
of the lead.

He said he would get treatment
every day to “calm it down.” As
for playing next week at Doral, he
said he would wait until Thursday
to see how it feels.

The Blue Monster is more blue
than ever after a redesign ordered
by new owner Donald Trump.

it to

WiLrRreoo Lee/AP

Tiger Woods’ status for Doral is
in question after he pulled out of
last weekend’s tournament with
back spasms.

ugusta begins with limp

‘Woods is the defending champion
at the Cadillac Championship,
though the course where he has
won four times is not what it used
to be.

But this isn’t about whether he
can play Doral or Bay Hill two
weeks later, or how he will fare
at Augusta National next month.
The injuries are starting to pile
up since he returned from the
chaos in his personal life.

Woods had two WDs on his pro-
fessional record through 2009.
One was at Pebble Beach in 1998
when he chose not to return after
a six and a half-month rain delay
to finish. The other was in 2006 at
Riviera when he made the cut and
then withdrew the next morning
with the flu.

Now he has four in the last five

years. He left after six holes of the
final round at The Players Cham-
pionship in 2010 because of a bulg-
ing disk in his neck. He went into
the final round 10 shots out of the
lead. A year later, he quit after
nine holes and 42 strokes at The
Players because of a leg injury. He
didn’t return for three months.

Woods’ didn’t finish the final
round at Doral in 2012 because of
his Achilles tendon (and then he
won at Bay Hill two weeks later).

And now he starts out 2014
by having to pull out of another
tournament.

That’s five straight years when
a season has been interrupted by
injury. He didn’t withdraw last
year, though he missed his own
AT&T National and a scheduled
start at The Greenbrier Classic

because of a left elbow strain.

Sunday at the Honda Classic
was not his first issue with lower
back pain.

He said the feelings were the
same as they were at The Barclays
last summer, when he dropped to
his knees after one shot in the final
round. He finished out that round
in a tie for second, one shot behind
Adam Scott.

He didn’t finish among the
top 10 the rest of the FedEx Cup
playoffs.

Then again, he went 4-1 and
earned the most points at the
Presidents Cup. He tied for third
in Turkey. He lost in a playoff to
Zach Johnson at his 18-man World
Challenge.

How much did the back pain
linger? Only Woods knows.
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Around the NBA

Do buyout deals upset competitive balance?

Clause allows unhappy veteran players
to force release, join contending teams

By BriAN MAHONEY
The Associated Press

uyout season helps the

NBA’s rich get richer.

The remainder of the

schedule will determine
if they actually got better.

With Danny Granger signing
with the Clippers and Caron But-
ler with Oklahoma City, teams
that were already good were able
to add former All-Stars without
having to give up anything except
a little money.

It sometimes even seems un-
fair, since just a few days earlier
adding players would've cost as-
sets if teams wanted to improve
via trade before the deadline.

“Buyouts at this point of the-

season are not good for the game.
They strengthen better teams &
further destroy competitive bal-
ance,” former NBA player and
current ESPN analyst Jalen Rose
wrote on Twitter.

The buyouts usually start as
soon as the deadline is over, when
the agent of an unhappy veteran
who didn’t get moved — or in
Granger’scase, movessomewhere
he doesn’t want to go — works out
a deal in which the player agrees
to leave some money on the table
in exchange for his release.

As long it’s done by March 1
and he clears waivers, he’s free
to sign with any team except the
one that released him and would
be eligible to suit up for that team
in the playoffs.

Mark J. TeRRILL/AP

The Clippers strengthened their bench by adding forward Danny
Granger after he forced a buyout from the Philadelphia 76ers.

Jerr Havnes/AP

Bulls guard Jimmer Fredette joined the team Sunday after forcing a buyout from Sacramento. Some feel
the buyout clause gives better teams an unfair advantage over the league’s also-rans.

The Clippers picked up Grang-
er and Glen “Big Baby” Davis
that way. Jimmer Fredette
signed with Chicago on Sunday,
and Metta World Peace remains
available.

Indiana coach Frank Vogel
thinks the Clippers got “dramati-
cally better” with Granger. But
tinkering this late in a season
can be tricky, and not everyone is
sure it’s best.

“They’re adding pieces. With
adding pieces, sometimes you
can add too much, so I wouldn’t
fall in love with every move that’s
made,” Warriors coach Mark
Jackson said. “Sometimes the
best move is no move at all.”

Here are five things to watch
this week:

Collins comes home:
More than a week after
signing a 10-day contract
and becoming the NBA’s
first openly gay player, Jason
Collins makes his home debut
Monday when Brooklyn hosts
Chicago. Then the Nets will have
to decide if they want to give the
veteran another contract.
Touring Texas: The Miami
Heat, who have won seven
in a row, face a couple of
big challenges in Texas,
visiting Houston on Tuesday be-

JerFReY PHELPS/AP

The Nets’ Jason Collins will
made his home debut when
Brooklyn hosted the Chicago
Bulls last night.

fore heading to San Antonio for
another NBA Finals rematch on
Thursday.
Challengers chasing: No-
body in the East is catch-
ing Indiana or Miami, but
the race for third place

in the much-maligned confer-
ence has turned into a good one.
Chicago has won nine of 10 to tie
Toronto at 33-26, while Washing-
ton is two games back after six
straight victories.
Makings of a mismatch:
Philadelphia has lost 14
straight, its longest skid
since dropping 15 in a
row in 1994, and its next game is
Tuesday at Oklahoma City, where
the West-leading Thunder are
25-6.
Rudy! Rudy!: Rudy Gay
returns to Toronto on Fri-
day for the first time since
the Raptors traded him
to Sacramento on Dec. 9. The
forward has played well for the
Kings but the Raptors have been
terrific without him, going 25-14
since the deal.

Stat Line Of The Week: Goran
Dragic, Phoenix: career-high 40
points, 14 of 21 from the field, 9
of 11 from the free throw line in a
116-104 victory over New Orleans
on Friday. Dragic, having one of
the best seasons of any player
who didn’t make the All-Star
game, made it even better while
logging 42 minutes on a night he
wasn’t sure he could play because
of a sore right ankle.
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J Pat CarTer/AP

LeBron James acknowledges fans after
a team-record 61 points against
the Charlotte Bobcats on Monday.

scoring

Scoreboard

wide as the ocean.

played, LeBron James simply explained
why this performance was like none other.

The basketball, he said, felt small as
a golf ball. The basket, to him, looked as

Best player in the game. Best game of
his career. James rewrote his record book
Monday night, etched his name a few dif-
ferent times in Miami Heat annals as well,
and let the NBA know in crystal-clear terms
that his MVP award won’t be ceded with-
out a fight this season. He scored 61 points,

James said.

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

L Pct GB
Toronto 33 26 559 —
Brooklyn 2929 500 3%
New Vurk 21 40 .344

20 40 333 130
Phlladelphla 15 45 250 18%

Southeast Division

4314 750 —
Wasmnglon 3129 517 13%
Charlotte 27 33 450 17
Atlanta 448 17%
Orlando 264
Indiana 780
Chicago 550 130
Detroit 200 22%
Cleveland 2437 393 23
Milwaukee 12 47 203 34

Western Conference
Southwest Di

San Antonio
Houston
Dallas
Memphis
New Orleans
orthwest
Oklahoma City
ortland
Minnesota
enver
Utah

Pac
LA Clippers
Golden State
enix
LA. Lakers
Sacramento
nday’s games
emphis 130, Washington 104
3rook|yn 96, Chicago 80
ami 124, Chariotte 107
etroit 96, New York 85

ES
5
3
3
3
%
&
@
i3
o
3
3
8

>acramenm 96, New Orleans 89
d lay’s games

Golden State at Indiana

San Antonio at Cleveland

Miami at Houston

Philadelphia at Dklahoma city

L.A. Clippers at Phoel

New Orleans at L.A. Lakers

ednesday’s games.
Houston at Orlando

Memphis at Brooklyn
Golden State at Boston
Chicago at Detroit

Dallas at Denver

New York at Minnesota
Sacramento at Milwaukee
Atlanta at Portland

Monday
Kings 96, Pelicans 89

NEW ORLEANS — T.Evans 8-14 9-10 27,
Davis 4-14 4-8 13, Ajinca 2-4 0-0 4, Rob-
erts 6-13 2-2 15, Gordon 4-9 0-0 10, Rivers
z 92 ss snemsmal 10-0 2, Withey 1-2

u 0-0 2-2 2, Morrow 4-9 0-0 8.
Totals zz 510,25 69,
AMENTO — Gay 5-10 4-4 14,

Johnson 1 3 1-23, REvans 5.
callum 3-71-18. Totals 32 ss 31-41 6.
New 0 eans 21 30-89
Sacramento zz 17 28 28-96
Three-Point__Goals—|

-1, McLemore 0-1, Thom.

as 0-3). Fouled

New Orleans 39 (T.Evans 10), Sacramento
59 (R.Evans 13). Assists—New Orleans 16
(T.Evans 8), Sacramento 11 (Thomas 5).
Total Fouls—New Orleans 35, Sacramen-
to 25. Technicals—Sacramento defensive
three second. A—16,225 (17,317).

Lakers 107, Trail Blazers 106

L.A. LAKERS
Johnson 7-11 0-
Marshall 3-9 0
Brooks 1-9 6-6 8

Totals 53655

AL
mwA

6 14 3-5 17, Al-

drld 1, 7z 9-13 1-1 19,
Llllard E 19 B 4 zo, Matthews 312007,
Wri 01-2 1, Wil

I|am539127,B 01000, McCol-
3371 Totdle 3901305 108
33 30 24 20-107
Portland 20 36 28 22-106
Three-Point Goals—L.A. Lakers 8-18
(Bazemore 4-5, Meeks 2-6, Marshall 1-2,
Farmar 1-3, Kelly 0-1, Johnson 0-1), Port-
Wright 2-4, Baf

land 9-29 (Lillard 3-8, “Wrig tum
2-5, McCollum 1- Manhews 1-6, Aldridge
0-1,  Williams ut—None.
Rabouns—LA. Lakers 51 (Gasol 9, Port:
land 63 (Lopez 16). Assists—L.A. ke 529
(Marshall 11), Portland 22 (

tum, Lillard 5). Total Fouls—| akers 19.

A, L
Portland 13, Technlcals—LA Lakers
fensive three second. A—20,013 (19; 980)

T-wolves 132, Nuggets 128

MINNESOTA — Brewer 6-10 3-6 16, Love
oSS 33, Pekovic 5-8 69 16, Rubio
3-45, Martin 3-11 16-17 22, Barea 4-10
16, Cunningham 4-5 1.1 9, Budinger
0-0 2, Dieng 3-5 0-0 6, Muhammad 1-5
7, M bah a Moute 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 38-

DENVER — Chandler 1122 13 25

Fournier 1-5 2-2 5, Arthur 2-5

- s39008 Vesely 1-1 0-0 2.
Totals 50 95 9835

Minnesota w 26 32 34-132

Denver 25 24 34 45-128

Three-Point Goals—Minnesota 4-16
(Love 2:6, Barea 1-1, Brew

[( aw: r

5%, chandler 2-11, Fournier 1-4, chksun
01) Foul d “Ouf—Lawson, Foye.
bounds—Minnesota 61 (Love 19), Senver
47 (Chandler 10). Assists—Minnesota
21 (Barea, Rubio
11). Total = Fouls—Minnesota 22, Denver
37. Technicals—Denver defensive three
second. A—15,240 (19,155).

Bucks 114, Jazz 88

UTAH — Jefferson 3-7 0-0 7, Williams
2:6 0-0 5, Favors 1.5 0-0 2, Burke 2-7 1.
0, Burks 5-12 2-4

-30-04, Gobert 1-10-2 2, Rus

500 Tt 118 2026 5.
Middieton 4-6 0-0 o,

lyasova 1314 3:4 31, Pachulia 3

13, Knight 4-7 2.3 11, Wolters 4-6 0-0 10,

Mayo 6, Ante

‘21 2 19 21-388
Mllwaukee 3 40 19-114
Three-Point Goals—Utah 6-21 (Burke
2-5, Hayward 2-6, Jefferson 1-3, Williams
1-3, Rush 0-1, Burks 0-1, Garrett 0-2), Mil-
waukee 8-13' (ilyasova 2-2, Wolters 2-2,
Middleton 1-1, Knight 1-2, Mayo 1-3, An’
tetokounmpo 1-3). Fouled Out—None. Re-

kee 24. A—10,022 (18,717).

Pistons 96, Knicks 85
YORK — Anthony 11-21 2-4 28,
Sloudemlre 9-11 4-4 ZZ, Chandler 3-9
2-2 8, Feltol n19124 Iy Smlth51722

Byn 10 5
Jerebko 2:3 0- 04 Caldwell PDDeO -0 0-00.
Totals 35-83 22-30 9

New York 28 16 20 21-85
Detroit 20 19 30 27-9%
Three-Point Goals—New York 10-28
(Anthony AT, ). Smith 411, Shumpert
13, 1-3, Prigioni 0-1, Hardaway
Jr.0- 3). Setroit 412 Fsingler 215, Bynum
L2, Jennings 13, Jo.smith 0-2). Fouled
unds—New York_4:
(chandler is), Detroit 66 (Drummond 26).
Assists—New York 16 (Felton 5). Detroit
27 Qennings 11). Total Fouls—New York
27, Detroit 14. A—14,742 (22,076).

Heat 124, Bohcats 107

CHARLOTTE — Kidd-Gilchrist 3-4 2-2
8, McRoberts 3-6 0-0 7, Jefferson 18-24
2438, Walkerssl -27, Neal 3-11 2-2 10,
Zeller'4-7 2-4 10, Douglas-Roberts 3-9 4-5
13, Tolliver 4-10 12 12, Biyombo 0-00-00,
Ridnour 1-3 0-0 3. Totals 42-82 14-21 107.

n
12 3, Lewis 00 0-0 0, Liggins 1-1 0-0 2.
Totals J-8316-20 124,
26 28 25 28-107
mmi 29 31 38 26-124
Three-Point Goals—Charlotte 9-23
(Tolliver 3-8, Neal 2-4, Douglas Roberts
2-4, McRoberts 1-2, Ridnol Walker
.33, Miam. 16-26 (James &- 10 Allen £
5, Douglas 2-3, Andersen 1-1, Battier 1-2,
Bosh 1-3, Cole 0-1, Beasley 0-1, Chalmers
0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds
Charlotte 47 Uefferson 19), Miami 41

(Bosh, Ja . Assists—Charlotte 27
(Walker a).Mlaml <chalmers 7). Total
Fouls—Charlotte 16, Miami 18. A—19,727
(19,600).

Nets 96, Bulls 80

CHICAGO — Dunleavy 3-9 0-0 8, Boozer
4-10 2-4 10, Noah 5-8 0-0 10, Hinrich 2-
7.0-0 5, Butler 4-11 5-9 13, Gibson 5-6 2-3
12, Augustin 4-9 7-7 16, Snell 1-2 0-0 2,
Mohammed 1-10-0 2, Fredette 12 0-0 2.
Totals S0 55 16-23 80.

LYN — Johnson 7-11 2-2 19,
Plerce 5-12 1-1 14, Plumlee 3-30-2 6, Wil-
liams 6-11 7-8 20, Livingston 4-7 66 1.
Blatche 4-11 3-3 11, Kirilenko 3-3 1-4
Teletovic 0-5 0-0 0, Thornton 1-7 1-2
Anderson 1-2 0- o2 Collins 0-1 0-0 0. To-

tals 34-73 21-28 9
Chicago 18 24 17 21-80
Brooklyn 21 23 26 20-9
Three-Point  Goals—Chicago ~ 4-13
(Dunleavy 2-3, Hinrich 1-2, Augustin 1-5,
Butler 0- 3), Brooklyn 7-25 (Johnson 3-
4, Pierce 3-7, Williams 1-4, Blatche 0-1,
Thornton 0- 4,Teletovu:0 5). Foul d Out—
Rebound

4,
7,
3,

Thibodeau, Pierce. A—17,732
17,732).

Grlzzlles 110, Wizards 104
HIS — Prince 8-11 3-3 21, Ran-
dclph 7- 162 3 15 Gascl 4-10 2-4 10, Con-
1-19, Allen 3-6 1-1
7 DavlsZ 3 0- 04, M MIIIerZi -6 2-. Z 10, Ca-
lathes 3-4 0-0 6, Koufos 2-2 3-3 7. Totals

n0:20-00. Porter Jr. 24 0-0 6.
Sotals” 3981 1721 1
20 30 29 31110

Washington 20 25 19 40-104

Calathes 0-1, Lee 0-2), Washington 9-19
(Ariza 4-6, Porter Jr. 2-3, Wall 2-5, Beal 1-
2, Slngleton 0-1, Harnngton 0-2). Fouled

ebounds—Memp!
(Randolph 10), Washlngton 3 (Gortat s)
ists=Memphis 26 (Gasol &), Wash-
|ngton 16 (WAl Total Fouia—emphis
Washington 2. Technicals— Mem:
{)ms defensive three’ second 2. A—14.065

setting career- and franchise-bests, as the
Heat topped the Charlotte Bobcats 124-107.
“A surreal feeling for me right now,”

With good reason. He made 22 of his 33
field-goal tries, becoming just the third
player in the past 25 years to take that
many shots and make at least two-thirds of
them, with only Alex English and Shaquille
O’Neal on that list. James set a career-high
for field goals made, plus Heat records for
points in a quarter (25) and a half (37).

And of all his feats on Monday, the most
impressive might have been how he start-
ed 8-for-8 from three-point range.

“The man above has given me some

James scores career-high 61

The Associated Press

MIAMI — An hour after what he called
the best regular-season game he’s ever

unbelievable abilities to play the game of
basketball,” James said. “I just try to take
advantage of it every night. I got the trust

of my teammates and my coaching staff to

Roundup

go in there and let it go.”

Glen Rice scored 56 to set the Heat re-
cord on April 15, 1995, against Orlando.
James’ previous career best had been 56
points, on March 20, 2005, for Cleveland
against Toronto.

“Once he sniffed 60, we knew he was
going for it,” Heat forward Shane Battier
said. “And the amazing part is the efficien-
cy. Good Lord. Sixty-one on 33 shots, that’s
Wilt Chamberlain-esque. That’s pretty
amazing. Incredible performance.”

Collins gets to play,
will get extension

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Jason Collins
dealt with the ticket requests,
handled the media responsibili-
ties, then moved on to what he
most wants to do in the NBA.

“Win basketball games,” Col-
lins said.

He will get at least a few more
chances.

Collins played the final minutes
of a winning home debut with the
Brooklyn Nets, who cooled off the
Chicago Bulls with a 96-80 vic-
tory Monday night.

Finally playing at Barclays
Center more than a week after
returning to the NBA as the
league’s first openly gay player,
Collins checked in to a standing
ovation from a sellout crowd of
17,732 that included former com-
missioner David Stern with 2:41
remaining.

He committed a foul five sec-
onds later, missed his only shot,
grabbed a rebound and had one of
the Nets’ NBA season high-tying
19 steals in their third straight
victory.

“It was cool. It was a lot of fun
to go into the game,” Collins said.
“The most important thing was
that we got the win. Chicago’s
been playing really well as of late
and for us to come out and re-
ally be — I think we played more
physical than they did tonight.”

His first home game won’t be
his last, because the Nets plan to
sign Collins to a second 10-day
contract, a person with knowl-
edge of the situation said.

Collins signed his original deal
on Feb. 23 and it expires Tuesday.
The Nets then will re-sign him for
another 10 days on Wednesday,
the person told The Associated
Press on condition of anonymity
because the plans haven’t been
made public.

After that expires, the Nets
have to sign him for the rest of the
season if they want to keep him.

Grizzlies 110, Wizards 104:
Tayshaun Prince scored a sea-
son-high 21 points and visiting
Memphis withstood a late rally
to snap Washington’s winning

SeTH WeNIG/AP

The Nets’ Jason Collins takes

a shot against the Bulls on
Monday. Collins, the first openly
gay athlete in U.S. pro sports,
is expected to get a second 10-
day contract with the team.

streak at six.

imberwolves 132, Nuggets
128: Kevin Love scored 33 points
and tied a season high with 19
rebounds for his NBA-best 50th
double-double this season, and
visiting Minnesota beat skidding
Denver for its third win in a row.

Lakers 107, Trail Blazers
106: Kent Bazemore threw an
alley-oop to Wesley Johnson for
the go-ahead dunk with 6.9 sec-
onds left to lift visiting Los Ange-
les over Portland.

Bucks 114, Jazz 88: Ersan
Ilyasova scored a season-high 31
points on 13-of-14 shooting, and
host Milwaukee hit a blistering
57 percent from the field.
tons 96, Knicks 85: Andre
Drummond had 17 points and a
career-high 26 rebounds as host
Detroit surged past New York in
a matchup of slumping teams.

The Pistons had lost four
straight and seven of eight. New
York has dropped seven straight
and 13 of 15.

Kings 96, Pelicans 89: De-
Marcus Cousins had 23 points
and 12 rebounds, Isaiah Thomas
scored 22 and Sacramento beat
slumping New Orleans.
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Expande

d replay

passes first tests

By Bos Baum
The Associated Press

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Chal-
lenged for the first time under
Major League Baseball’s expand-
ed replay system, umpires got it
right.

The umps went 3-for-3 on Mon-
day as MLB tried out the new

format

at three

spring

training

games.

The

first test came at 3:06 p.m. EST in
Fort Myers, Fla., after first base
umpire Fieldin Culbreth ruled To-
ronto shortstop Munenori Kawa-
saki’s throw pulled Jared Goedert
off the bag in the sixth inning.

“I’'m not too sure that you're not
right here,” Culbreth said Blue
Jays manager John Gibbons told
him, “but since we haven’t done it
before, let’s go take a look.”

In January, owners approved
the use of additional video replay
to review most calls other than
balls-and-strikes. Previously, um-
pires could only go to replay to re-
view homers and boundary calls.

Moments after the first replay
call, Angels manager Mike Scios-
cia wasted little time in using his
challenge.

In the top of the second, Luis Ji-
menez of the Angels tried to steal
second. Catcher Bobby Wilson’s
throw was high but second base
umpire Bill Miller ruled that
Aaron Hill tagged the runner out.

Scioscia bounded out of the dug-
out and charged toward Miller to
argue, just like managers always
have done.

Instead, though, he chose to use
his challenge. After two of the
umpires made a quick visit to the
Angels dugout to communicate
with the replay umpire, the call
was upheld.

“We weren’t trying to make

Culbreth ,an- a mockery out of
'srv}vlel;’ed: nat 0§ it,” Scioscia said
at’s  what it’s 9, = of using the chal-
for.” . I m_IooIfmg lenge so soon. “We
34Aft:erc§nr;nsmutrees, at this thing thoughtl it was a
) - == retty close play.”
pl’ay umpire Brian as, this is the P Thzt reviegv t)lIJOk
(?ai\lmrg;diizg:;’(s future of the 2zasli-nce he lost the
g;[)_nﬁrming b that  game. And I'm challenge, Scioscia
innesota atter -
Chris Rahl was going to treat l[_]}?g ::gv? [?lfleé: :gceﬁ
Vit T s he hese games  manager ha one
5 challenge. If the
realized he per- here the same first ckgzallenge is
haps was part of way that 'm successful, the
history. Iy manager gets a
“Is kind of going to treat second. From the

funny. I was think-
ing, ‘Is this the first
one?’” he said.

O’Nora made the
final ruling from a
satellite truck out-
side the stadium.
During the regular
season, umpires on
the field will check
with the replay booth in New
York, where an MLB umpire will
make the final call.

Later in the game, Culbreth ro-
tated and took a turn in the truck,
confirming another safe call at
first base.

“I'm looking at this thing as,
this is the future of the game. And
I'm going to treat these games
here the same way that I'm going
to treat them during the regular
season,” Culbreth said.

In the eighth inning, Doug Ber-
nier of the Twins was called safe
onaclose play at first. As Culbreth
studied the replay, the ballpark
sound system played a Rolling
Stones song with the familiar lyric,
“I can’t get no satisfaction.”

The call was confirmed, Ber-
nier was safe.

Extra replay also was in place
for two games in Arizona — the
Los Angeles Angels vs. Arizona
Diamondbacks in Scottsdale and
the Chicago Cubs against Mil-
waukee in Phoenix.

Each team in the majors will
have at least five exhibition games
with the new system in place.

season.”

them during
the regular

Fieldin Culbreth
Major League umpire
I

seventh inning on,
if the manager is
out of challenges,
the umpire can
decide to have the
play reviewed.

Twins manager
Ron  Gardenhire
and Arizona’s Kirk
Gibson did not use
their challenge. Neither did Cubs
manager Rick Renteria nor the
Brewers’ Ron Roenicke.

Gibson said he thought about
contesting a close play when Paul
Goldschmidt nearly beat out a
grounder, but said he decided it
was 50-50 and not worth it.

For the Angels-Diamondbacks
game, the replay trailer was set up
in the parking lot behind center
field. Teams are allowed to have a
person to watch the game on tele-
vision and advise the managers via
phone whether it would be worth it
for the call to be challenged.

The Angels communicated via
walkie talkie Monday, but there
will be a dedicated phone line for
each team in major league parks.

Some critics of expanded re-
play worried that challenges
would delay the game too much.
Culbreth said he didn’t think that
would be a problem and pointed
at the benefits.

“It will work itself out. I think
time really isn’t going to be an
issue in the end,” he said. “And
if it is, it’s about getting the play
right in the end, anyhow.”

CHARLIE NEIBERGALL/AP

The Detroit Tigers’ Austin Jackson, center, celebrates with teammates Andy Dirks, left, and Jordan
players

Lennerton after the three

scored on a double by teammate Nick Castellanos during the first

inning of an exhibition game against the Philadelphia Phillies on Friday in Clearwater, Fla.

New Tigers manager Ausmus
faced with lineup decisions

By Noan TRISTER
The Associated Press

KISSIMMEE, Fla. — Austin
Jackson has already bounced
around the batting order a bit
at spring training, hitting fifth,

sixth and
even fourth
for the Detroit
Tigers.

That  one
start in the
cleanup spot
— in a split-

squad game last week — amused
the fleet-footed center fielder a
bit.

“If 'm hitting fourth, I think
we might have some problems,”
Jackson said.

Jackson may not expect to hit
cleanup during the regular sea-
son, but at this point it’s not clear
where he’ll end up in the lineup.
He’s hit almost exclusively in the
leadoff spot in his first four major
league seasons, but the Tigers
now have other potential options
for the top of the order. New man-
ager Brad Ausmus hasn’t tipped
his hand about his plans, although
he did say Jackson will probably
hit higher in the order at some
point this spring.

“Sometimes it’s about getting
guys at-bats in spring training,”
Ausmus said.

Jackson hit leadoff in 2013, fol-
lowed by Torii Hunter, Miguel Ca-
brera, Prince Fielder and Victor
Martinez. When those five play-
ers were in the lineup, that was
generally the order, and it wasn’t
until the postseason that manager
Jim Leyland made a major switch,
dropping the slumping Jackson to
eighth during the AL champion-
ship series against Boston.

Leyland stepped down after the
season and was replaced by Aus-

#1 think anybody on this
team, honestly, can hit

anywhere. We're all capable =
of doing anything that we're

called upon to do.?

Austin Jackson
Detroit Tigers center fielder

mus, and Detroit made a block-
buster trade, sending Fielder to
Texas in exchange for second
baseman Ian Kinsler. That gave
the Tigers another potential lead-
off hitter while removing Field-
er’s powerful bat.

The switch-hitting Martinez
seems likely to bat cleanup now,
behind Cabrera. But who would
hit in front of those two remains
an open question.

Jackson stole eight bases last
year, which was enough for the
team lead — but Ausmus wants a
more aggressive approach on the
bases this season. Kinsler, a two-
time 30-30 man, stole 15 bases
in 2013 while posting an on-base
percentage of .344. Jackson’s was
.337.

The Tigers also signed outfield-
er Rajai Davis, who stole 45 bases
in 51 attempts last year with To-
ronto. That’s 10 more than De-
troit’s entire team stole in 2013.

The question is whether Davis
can hit well enough to justify a
spot high in the order. His career
on-base percentage against left-
handers is .354, but it’s 57 points
lower against righties.

Ausmus is sensitive to the idea
that players like to develop a rou-
tine — but he also reserves the
right to be flexible with the bat-
ting order throughout the season.

“Its a performance-based

game, so you might have to ad-
just,” Ausmus said. “Everyday
players generally ... they like to
see their name in that same spot,
but that doesn’t mean there won’t
be adjustments.”

For Ausmus, there’s no rush
to make any long-term decisions
about the lineup. Spring training
is atime to experiment —and also
to try combinations that would
probably never see the light of
day during the regular season.

For example, Ausmus says
he might hit Martinez leadoff at
some point. Martinez is Detroit’s
designated hitter, but it’s possible
he might go back behind the plate
and catch a bit during the spring.

“If Victor Martinez is going to
catch at some point, you may see
Victor hit leadoff because I don’t
want him catching too many in-
nings the first time he’s out there,
but I want him to get a couple at-
bats,” Ausmus said. “You may see
Victor hit leadoff or second, just
because we want to get the at-bats
in a short amount of time.”

As for Jackson, he doesn’t sound
anxious for any clarification on
where he’ll hit this year. He just
wants to be in the lineup.

“I think anybody on this team,
honestly, can hit anywhere,” he
said. “We’re all capable of doing
anything that we’re called upon
todo.”
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Astros prospect details addiction stru

Singleton aims to make roster after kicking pot

By KRrisTIE RIEKEN
The Associated Press

KISSIMMEE, Fla. — Jon Singleton is
considered the top first-base prospect in
baseball — a big, dynamic left-handed hit-
ter with power and composure who can use
the entire field.

He’s one of the players expected to help
the Houston Astros back to respectability
after three straight 100-loss seasons.

All that despite a couple of significant
setbacks. And for the first time publicly,
he’s opening up about his battle with an ad-
diction to marijuana and monthlong stay at
arehabilitation center.

“At this point it’s pretty evident to

determined to rebound from a season that
was all but lost because of his addiction and
make his major league debut.

General manager Jeff Luhnow said
Singleton could start the season with the
Astros, but it’s too early to know for sure.
Singleton has been playing in the big
league spring training games, and went 0-
for-2 Monday in a 4-0 win over Miami.

“He’s still young and still learning both
about baseball and about life,” Luhnow
said.

It’s no secret that Singleton, acquired by
Houston from the Phillies in the 2011 trade
for Hunter Pence, has had issues with mar-
ijjuana. He was suspended for the first S0

games of last season for a sec-

me that I'm a drug addict,” he told ¢ ond failed drug test.
The Associated Press over break- 1 know His first positive test came
fast on a recent day near the Astros’ - in June 2012 and he said he
camp. “I don’t openly tell every- that I_emw quit using marijuana for the
one that, but it’s pretty apparent to smokmg rest of the season. He went on
iy so weed, | 7 'kls in hio first season in
“T know that T enjoy smoking €njoy being poyple-a.
weed, I enjoy being high ::md Ican’t high and | At season’s end, he went to_the
blqck t}lllat Oﬁt of {‘ny én“Ildhtha[ I can’t block fkrfxzﬁx:)a Fl?ll Leaﬁduﬁ al;'xd quick-
enjoy that,” he said. “So I have to ly fell back into old habits.
work against that.” that out of He knew his situation was
Hours after the AP story moved, my mind dire when he failed a second
the Astros released a statement and . test in December 2012, but he
commended Singleton. that | enjoy continued to get high every
“We applaud Jon for the courage that.” single day.
he has shown in tackling this issue The S0-game suspension

head on. He has displayed a great
deal of maturity and commitment
over the past year and has the full
support of the Astros organization,” the
team said. “He is on the right track for his
baseball career, and, more importantly, for
his life. We are very proud of Jon.”
Singleton had steadfastly avoided discuss-
ing the subject for more than a year. But on
this morning, he shared his story with dis-
arming candor and ease, never once bris-
tling at the increasingly prying questions.
The 6-foot-2, 235-pound Singleton — he’s
listed as Jonathan, but says he prefers Jon
— sits up straight in a small booth, adjusts
the baseball cap he’s wearing backward and
fills in the details of his private struggle.
The 22-year-old says he has stopped
using marijuana and is better now. He’s

Jon Singleton
Houston Astros

came a month later and he was
summoned to Houston to meet
with manager Bo Porter and
to see a therapist, who evaluated him for
addiction. It was evident to him that he
needed help.

Singleton was immediately admitted for
amonthlong stay at an inpatient rehabilita-
tion center.

“I'knew I had a problem,” he said. “Even
after I failed the second drug test I couldn’t
stop smoking weed. It was really bad. Me
going there was definitely the best move.”

He didn’t feel that way when he first
entered. Fearing the unknown, he says he
didn’t sleep for three days straight.

“They would turn off the lights at 11:30
and I would just sit there and stare at the
ceiling because I couldn’t go to sleep,”

ALex BRANDON/AP

Astros first baseman Jon Singleton, right, is hoping to start the season on the team’s
roster after battling a marijuana addiction that led to a stint at a rehab center.

he said. “My heart was beating too fast. I
‘would get night sweats. It was bad. I legiti-
mately went through withdrawal.”

At a time when he should have been
getting in shape for spring training and a
chance to make Houston’s major league
roster, he instead spent his days attending
classes and therapy sessions with other ad-
dicts in a program for young adults.

One thing he didn’t do: Dwell on his
missed opportunity.

“Not so much, because I knew I got my-
self into the situation so I had to deal with
it,” he said. “It wasn’t like, ‘I got myself
here, now I hate myself.’ It was like: ‘I got
myself here so I can’t be mad at anybody
but myself.’”

Though just 21 when he entered rehab,
he’d already had a long history with mari-
juana, using the drug “on and off” since 14.
He blamed his start on the culture growing
up in Long Beach, Calif., where he estimat-
ed 80 percent of his friends not only knew
where to get marijuana, but also how to get
it within an hour.

His stint in rehab allowed him to quit
using marijuana and he said he hasn’t
smoked since — a span of more than a year
— even though he was moved to Houston’s
40-man roster in October and can no lon-
ger be tested for the drug.

Last season when he made his debut in
Triple-A after stopovers in both Low-A
and Double-A following his suspension, he
struggled. He hit just .220 in 73 games and
his old demons resurfaced.

“I went through some slight anxiety,
some depression because I wasn’t being
successful,” he said. “That was definitely
difficult and that drove me to drink.”

He admits to abusing alcohol as a sub-
stitute for marijuana, getting drunk almost
every day and “waking up hung over every
morning.”

After the season he regrouped and pre-
pared for the Puerto Rican winter league.

His changes paid immediate dividends.
He hit a league-leading nine homers in
Puerto Rico and batted .268.

Singleton reported to camp in good shape
and in a better place mentally than last
spring, hoping to show Luhnow he’s ready
to compete for Houston’s first-base job.

The team has been supportive during
his battle, but Singleton knows he’ll have to
stay clean to reach his goals.

“Recently I've been more or less just
sticking to myself and worrying about what
I need to do to get better and become bet-
ter as a person, not just a baseball player,”
he said.

Seattle QB Wilson enjoys training with Rangers

By ALaN ESKEW
The Associated Press

SURPRISE, Ariz. — Russell
Wilson has enjoyed spending
time with the Texas Rangers. Yet
the Seattle Seahawks are never
far from the young quarterback’s
mind.

While Wilson sat in the Texas
Rangers dugout Monday, fans
yelling “Seahawks” filled the
spring training stadium.

“I couldn’t expect anything
less,” Wilson said. “The 12th man
fans were unbelievable today.
They’re everywhere. The 12th
man fans are out in the outfield,
they’re on third-base line, first-
base line, chanting ‘Seahawks’
the whole way. Hopefully the Dal-
las fans didn’t get too mad.”

Wilson threw for 3,357 yards
and 26 touchdowns and helped
the Seattle Seahawks rout the
Denver Broncos 43-8 in the Super

Tony GuriErrez/AP

Seahawks quarterback Russell
Wilson works out with the Texas
Rangers during spring training
Monday in Surprise, Ariz.

Bowl last month.

He also happens to be a pretty
good baseball player, drafted
three times and hitting .229 with
a .350 on-base percentage in 93
games in 2010-11 in the low mi-
nors in the Colorado Rockies sys-
tem. But he’s had instant success

in the NFL.

“You never say never,” Wilson
said. “I've always had the dream
of playing two sports. If somehow
it was a miracle that it could work
out, I'd consider it. At the same
time, my focus is winning the
championship with the Seattle
Seahawks and hope to be playing
for a long time.

“For me, it only being my sec-
ond year, yeah I won a Super Bowl
and all that, but that’s not enough
for me. It really isn’t. My goal is
to be one of the best quarterbacks
to ever play the game, if not the
best. I've got a long ways to go. I
make sure I get up earlier than
Tom Brady and Drew Brees and
they’re on the East Coast.”

The Rangers picked Wilson
for $12,000 in the Rule 5 minor
league draft in December. He
was in the Rangers’ camp Mon-
day, took ground balls in morning
drills and brought the Rangers’

lineup to the umpires before the
game, but did not play in the 6-5
loss to Cleveland.

“How much did I want to play
an inning?” Wilson said. “How
much did I want to play the whole
game is the question.”

He said he would leave Tues-
day for Seattle and “turn my
focus back to football.”

So what is most difficult, hit-
ting a curveball or being hit by a
300-pound defensive end?

“Hitting a curveball,” Wilson
said. “The ball is so small. It looks
like a pea.”

Wilson worked on throws and
pivots at second base in a group
with young infielders Jurick-
son Profar, Luis Sardinas and
Rougned Odor.

“He surprised me for not being
out on the baseball field for a
while,” Rangers manager Ron
Washington said. “I might have
burned his legs up a little bit, but

he made it through all the drills
and did a fantastic job. He’s got
tremendous aptitude. That’s why
he is who he is. You give him
something and he knows how to
apply it.”

Rangersshortstop Elvis Andrus
said Wilson is athletic enough to
make it in baseball.

“He’s got pretty good hands,”
Andrus said. “I’ve got to see him
hit so I can answer that, but so
far what I saw today it was pretty
impressive.”

The Surprise Stadium shops
selling official Major League
gear, predominantly displayed
Wilson’s Rangers No. 3 jersey.

The one on Wilson’s back, how-
ever, will not be sold.

“The uniform, man, I'm defi-
nitely hanging this up,” Wilson
said. “I'm gonna get a few of
these and put them up around the
house.”
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Lots left to play
for in the Big 12

NCAA tournament seeds in balance
as 7 teams battle for positioning

By Luke MEREDITH
The Associated Press

The only certainties about the
Big 12 are that Kansas will finish
in first place and Texas Christian
will be last.

For everyone else, the final
week of the regular season repre-
sents a chance to either improve
their postseason positioning or
win over the NCAA tournament
selection committee.

Iowa State, Oklahoma, Texas
and Kansas State were tied for
second place at 10-6 after the
weekend’s games with the Big 12
tournament set to begin on March
12. Baylor and Oklahoma State sit
squarely on the at-large bubble,
and even West Virginia has an
outside shot at an NCAA tourna-
ment bid if it can get hot.

With so much on the line, the
last week of Big 12 play could also
be the most competitive one.

“Every team has two games
left. None of them are easy,” Iowa
State coach Fred Hoiberg said.
“It’s going to go right down to the
wire.”

In theory, there doesn’t seem to
be much of a difference between
the second and fifth seeds for the
upcoming league tournament.
The four teams currently stuck in
a second-place logjam will likely
get first-round byes and play an
NCAA tournament-quality team
in the quarterfinals no matter
where they’re seeded.

But the No. 2 and No. 3 seeds
would avoid a potential matchup
with Kansas until the champion-
ship game.

Oklahoma (21-8) and Kansas
State (20-9) held those tiebreak-
ers for the second and third spots
on Monday, and the Sooners ap-

Roundup

peared to be in the best position
to keep it. Oklahoma hosts West
Virginia (16-13, 8-8) on Wednes-
day night and closes at TCU (9-19,
0-16) on Saturday.

Should the Sooners win out,
they’ll clinch the No. 2 seed and
perhaps push Lon Kruger’s bid to
become the Big 12 Coach of the
Year over the top.

“He’s done a great job with
these guys,” Kansas coach Bill
Self said of Kruger. “I’s not a
surprise that they’re 10-6 in our
league. But I think to most people
from the outside looking in, if you
told people before the season that
this is where they’d be I think
everybody would agree that Lon
and his staff have done a terrific
job.”

The Longhorns (21-8) are in
good shape, too, since they host
TCU and finish at Texas Tech
(13-16, 5-11).

The path isn’t nearly as easy for
Towa State or Kansas State.

The Cyclones (22-6), who on
Monday ranked last among the
second-place teams because of
tiebreakers, get Baylor (19-10, 7-
9) on the road and Oklahoma State
(19-10, 7-9) at home on Saturday.

K-State has the opposite sched-
ule, with Oklahoma State on the
road on Monday followed by Bay-
lor at home.

To the Bears and Cowboys, a
win over the Cyclones or Wild-
cats would be a huge boost to
their NCAA tournament hopes.
Oklahoma State had won three
in a row since Marcus Smart
returned from his suspension, a
stretch that included a 72-65 win
over Kansas on Saturday.

Baylor has won five of its last
six after a brutal start to Big 12
play.

Sue Ocrocki/AP

Oklahoma State wing Markel Brown, right, passes over Kansas center Joel Embiid during the second
half of their game on March 1 in Stillwater, Okla. Oklahoma State beat No. 5 Kansas 72-65, giving the
Cowboys a much-needed boost in their efforts to solidify a spot in the NCAA tournament.

“How we've approached the
last six games has been...we gave
ourselves a chance to win. And
as long as we’re playing, we con-
trol our own destiny,” said Baylor
coach Scott Drew.

Though West Virginia is a
somewhat surprising .500 in
the league, it’s a long way from

NCAA tournament consider-
ation. But the Mountaineers play
Oklahoma and host Kansas, and
if they sweep those teams they
could move into position to an at-
large bid.

Such a scenario might sound
implausible. But the depth and
quality of the Big 12, along with

the huge implications of these
final games, figures to make for
an interesting end to an enter-
taining regular season.

“It’s a grind because of how
good the Big 12 is. It’s made every
game such a battle that it’s made
it more difficult. But that’s a good
thing,” Kruger said.

N. Carolina holds off Notre Dame for 12th straight win

The Associated Press

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. — Notre
Dame’s defense was good enough
in the second half against North
Carolina to give the short-handed
Fighting Irish a chance to end the
14th-ranked Tar Heels’ long win-
ning streak.

UNC managed nine points
through the first 14 minutes of
the second half as the Irish ral-
lied from 14 points down to make
a game of it, though the Tar Heels
did enough late to hold on for a
63-61 victory Monday night. Still,
it gave coach Mike Brey a posi-
tive to build on as the Irish closed
the regular season.

“It was pretty good, wasn't it?”
Brey asked of the defense. “We
were really good, in position,
and we played mostly a little bit
of diamond-and-1 (that) helped
us — but our man-to-man gave
us a chance to win it. ... So there
is something, I think, to build on
there where we dug in a little bit
better defensively.”

The Tar Heels won their 12th
straight despite matching their
season low for a half with 22
points after halftime. They shot
41 percent (9-for-22), committed
seven of their 10 turnovers and
managed just one second-chance
point in the second half. By com-

parison, UNC shot 50 percent and
had 12 second-chance points in
the opening 20 minutes.

Coming into the game, Notre
Dame ranked 14th in the 15-team
league by allowing teams to shoot
44.6 percent from the field.

Notre Dame held North Caroli-
na to one field goal in the first 52
minutes of the second half as it
opened the second half with a 22-
S run that erased the Tar Heels
14-point lead.

North Carolina’s James Mi-
chael McAdoo hit the go-ahead
shot in the lane with 3:09 left and
Marcus Paige blocked Eric At-
kins’ shot on the final play.

MCcAdoo finished with 14 points
to lead the Tar Heels (23-7, 13-4
Atlantic Coast Conference), who
had to fight to the horn in their
home finale. It is UNC’s longest
winning streak since 2008-09.

Atkins scored 21 points for
Notre Dame (15-16, 6-12).

Colgate 57, Navy 51: Damon
Sherman-Newsome scored 16
points and Ethan Jacobs added
10 with nine rebounds as sev-
enth-seeded and the host Raiders
knocked off the Midshipmen in a
first-round Patriot League tour-
nament game.

Colgate (13-17) trailed late in
the first half, but Jacobs and Luke

Roh each made layups and Matt
McMullen hit a three-pointer in
between for a 27-21 halftime lead.

Brandon Venturini, who had 26
points, hit a three-pointer early in
the second half to pull Navy with-
in three. The Raiders responded
as Roh hit two layups and Sher-
man-Newsome added a jumper to
cap a 10-0 run and led 39-26.

Navy (9-21) cut the gap to two
after a jumper by Venturini with
13 seconds left, but Sherman-New-
some and Austin Tillotson each
had two free throws to seal it.

Colgate advanced to play No. 2
seed American in the quarterfi-
nals on Wednesday.
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NASCAR drlver Kurt Busch drlves dwn the front straightaway in an Andretti Autosport Indycar during a testing session May 9 at
Moto

in 10 years to run the Indlanapolls 500 and the Coca-Cola 600 on the same day.

Briefly

Busch and Andretti Autosport announced Tuesday that Busch will try to become the first driver

Busch going to try ‘double’

NASCAR driver competing in Indy 500 and Coca-Cola 600

The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Kurt Busch and An-
dretti Autosport announced Tuesday that he
will try to become the first driver in 10 years
to run the Indianapolis 500 and the Coca-Cola
600 on the same day.

Busch, the 2004 NASCAR champion, will
try to qualify for the Indy 500 in a fifth car
for Andretti. Should he make the May 25 race,
Busch will then fly to Charlotte Motor Speed-
way to fulfill his full-time job with Stewart-
Haas Racing in NASCAR’s longest event of
the year.

“I’'m a fan of motorsports, a student of mo-
torsports, and I view this as a challenge for
myself,” Busch said in an interview with The
Associated Press. “Memorial Day weekend,
the central focus of all motorsports is Monaco,
Indianapolis and Charlotte and this is a tre-
mendous opportunity to be right in the middle
of it.”

Only John Andretti, Tony Stewart and
Robby Gordon have attempted the grueling,
1,100-mile “double,” and no driver has tried
since Gordon in 2004.

Source: Hardy signs tender

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — A person familiar
with the situation says defensive end Greg
Hardy has signed his franchise tag tender
with the Carolina Panthers.

The person spoke to The Associated Press

on condition of anonymity Tuesday because
the signing has not been made official.

Hardy, who said in January he’d have no
issue if the team used the franchise tag to
keep him, will make $13.1 million next season
if he doesn’t sign a long-term extension before
July 15.

In other NFL news:

B The Jacksonville Jaguars have released
veteran guard Uche Nwaneri, who started 63
of the team’s last 64 games and didn’t miss a
snap last season.

Nwaneri was due to make about $5.9 mil-
lion in 2014, and cutting him will give the club
another $3.7 million in salary-cap space. Jack-
sonville has roughly $60 million in cap space.

Brewer heading to Virginia Tech

Former Texas Tech quarterback Michael
Brewer says he will transfer to Virginia
Tech, where he can compete to replace Logan
Thomas.

“Excited and humbled to announce that I
will be attending Virginia Tech,” Brewer post-
ed on his Twitter account Sunday. He is set to
graduate from Texas Tech in May, so he’ll be
eligible to play for the Hokies next season.

Virginia Tech could not yet confirm Brew-
er’s decision, but he told The Roanoke (Va.)
Times he chose Virginia Tech over Kentucky
after visiting Blacksburg, Va., and meeting
with Hokies coach Frank Beamer and offen-

sive coordinator Scott Loeffler. The Austin,
Texas, native had been restricted from trans-
ferring to another Big 12 school by Texas
Tech.

In other college football news:

® North Carolina State offensive tackle
Rob Crisp will return after missing nearly all
season with a concussion.

Crisp was hurt in the second game. Coach
Dave Doeren said Monday that the senior,
who hadn’t taken a redshirt year, was granted
amedical redshirt for last season.

Hossa out 2 to 3 weeks

CHICAGO — Blackhawks forward Marian
Hossa will miss two to three weeks after he
left Saturday night’s S5-1 victory over Pitts-
burgh with an upper-body injury.

It was unclear when exactly Hossa was in-
jured. He took a hard hit from Penguins for-
ward Craig Adams during Chicago’s second
power play of the first period at Soldier Field.

The 35-year-old Hossa has 24 goals and 26
assists in 57 games.

In other NHL news:

® Russian defenseman Dmitry Orlov has
been suspended by the NHL for two games
for boarding Philadelphia Flyers forward
Brayden Schenn.

The suspension, announced on Monday, will
cost Orlov $7,076.92 in salary.

Reins: Is
Golson set
as starter?

FROM BACK PAGE

knows that. That’s why he came
back to Notre Dame, because he
wants that opportunity. Clear-
ly, he’s going to be the guy that
drives this for us.”

Golson said that’s the way he
wants it.

“I want to be in front and have
thatleadership role and lead these
guys to victory,” he said.

Golson admitted to being a bit
too eager Monday, blaming that
for some inaccurate passes early.
But he said he believes he returns
to school as a better quarter-
back because he’s more mature
and polished after spending two
months training with quarter-
backs coach George Whitfield in
San Diego.

One of the things Whitfield
changed about Golson is how he
grips the ball. He now has his
hands on the laces, like most
other quarterbacks, which he
previously didn’t. He also weighs
15 pounds more than when he left
and appears more muscular. Gol-
son said he believes he returns
a bit faster and hopes the added
muscle will make him more
durable.

Kelly said the biggest improve-
ment he sees in Golson is a “con-
ceptual awareness” — a better
understanding — of the offense.

“It’s an easier conversation for
him. The best way to explain it
would be, when he would explain
his progression, it might take
him 10 seconds. Well, you’ve got
2.6 seconds to throw the ball,”
Kelly said. “Now he’s precise in
his communication as to what
his progression is. That tells me
a lot. He’s definitely made some
strides.”

Golson said what he missed
most last season was working
with his teammates. Watching
last season’s opener against Tem-
ple on television from Chicago
was the low point.

“That’s when it really hit me,
that you’re not there anymore,”
he said. “I went through the whole
process of at first feeling humili-
ated, for one, to then coming back
around to where I am now of me
being back here and being ready
to go.”

Golson wouldn’t comment on
the reason he was suspended
from school for the fall semester.
He previously told Sports Illus-
trated in an interview last year it
was because of “poor judgment
on a test.”

“I haven’t received any ani-
mosity or anything like that.
That’s from my classmates, to my
professors to my teammates and
everything. They’ve been very
accepting of me,” he said.

Kelly was pleased with how
quickly Golson seemed to settle
back in.

“It was really exciting for me to
watch him get back in there and
look as though he was with us last
year,” he said.
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‘I want to be in front and have that leadership

role and lead these guys to victory.?
Everett Golson
__Notre Dame quarterback

Taking the 4
reins agai

Golson ready to lead Irish
after missing 2013 season

By Tom CoynE
The Associated Press

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — The first day of
spring practice was a bit surreal for Notre
Dame quarterback Everett Golson.

It had nothing to do with the 4 below
zero temperature outside when the Fight-
ing Irish took the field inside at 7:30 a.m.
Monday. It had everything to do with
that fact he was putting on his gold Notre
Dame helmet and red practice jersey
for the first time since being suspend-
ed from school last May for academic
impropriety.

“I felt accomplished for a split moment,
that I went through what I went through,
and now I'm back,” he said. “I'm mov-
ing forward now and still continuing that
process of trying to grind and be better.”

The Irish are expecting the 6-foot, 200-
pound quarterback to be better than he

was in 2012, when he helped Notre Dame
get to the national championship game by
finishing the regular season undefeated
for the first time since winning its last
national title in 1988. Golson was 187-for-
318 passing, a 58.8 completion rate, with
12 touchdown passes and six intercep-
tions as the Irish went 12-1, losing 42-14
to Alabama in the champlonslnp gane.
He also ran for 298 yards on 94 carries.

Coach Brian Kelly, who has repeatedly
said he expects Malik Zaire to challenge
Golson for the starter’s job, on Monday
sounded as though Golson would start.

“I think we all know college football
and where it is, the quarterback is really
going to be the centerpiece of this offense
in the way we run. It’s going to fall on
him. Today was a very good today for him
in a first day,” Kelly said. “We’re going to
heap a lot on this kid’s shoulders, and he
SEE REINS ON PAGE 31
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Notre Dame quarterback Everett Golson returned to the football team Monday
after serving a suspension during the fall semester for “poor judgment on a test.”
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